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ARMS  OF  BASSETT. 

He  beareth  argent,  a  chevron  between  three  bugle  horns,  sable,  crest,  a  buck's  head 
cabossect,  between  the  attires  a  cross  fltchee,  all  argent.  Motto  (translation),  "  Rather  death 
than  shame." 

Inierpretation.  An  argent,  or  silver  shield,  is  reckoned  of  great  dignity,  being  resembled  by 
the  ancients  to  the  light. 

The  chevron  is  said  to  represent  a  pair  of  barge-couplers,  or  rafters,  such  as  support  the 
roof  of  a  house,  and  thus  denote  stability  and  firmness,  as  well  as  achieving  of  some  business 
of  great  moment,  etc. 

The  bugle  or  hunting  horn  is  a  frequent  bearing  in  Heraldry,  a  conspicuous  instance  being 
the  arms  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  It  is  considered  to  indicate  the  original  bearer  of  the  arms 
to  have  been  an  ardent  and  valiant  sportsman,  sometimes  the  keeper  of  the  park  of  the  king  or 
of  a  nobleman,  a  position  of  great  honor  in  olden  times.  The  buck's  head  cabossed  signifies 
that  the  bearer  of  the  arms  was  not  afraid  to  stand  face  to  face  with  an  enemy.  The  buck  or 
stag  also  represents  vigilance  and  celerity  in  action,  etc.,  etc. 

A  cross  "  fitchee  "  means  a  cross  fixed,  wherefore  it  is  sharpened  at  the  base,  that  it  may  be 
stuck  in  the  ground  at  will.  The  Crusaders  and  Pilgrims  to  the  Holy  Land,  during  the  twelfth 
and  fourteenth  centuries,  carried  such  crosses,  and  when  resting  upon  their  journey  would  fix 
them  in  the  ground  t*e  r/fepfbJ-m,\heir*(iaflyjdi;votion^.> , 
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HIS  report,  to  the  members  of  the  Bassett  family  of  America, 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  held  at  the  United  Church 
Chapel,  302  Temple  street,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  June  17th,  1897, 
and  also  of  the  reunion  which  was  held  at  West  Haven,  Conn., 
September  9th,  1897,  is,  I  trust,  merely  a  preface  to  what  will 
be  in  the  future.  The  reunion  was  a  grand  success,  there  being  present 
Bassetts  from  Iowa,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  And  all 
those  that  were  present  echo  the  same  sentiment,  that  the  occasion  was  one 
that  will  be  remembered  through  life,  as  the  meeting  for  the  first  time  of 
so  many  members  of  this  great  family. 

There  were  descendants  present  from  the  following  immigrants  : 

William,  who  came  on  the  ship  Fortune,  1621. 

Thomas,     "         "  "  "       Christian,  1634. 

William,     "         "  "  "       Abigail,  1635. 

John,   who   came  to   New   Haven,    Conn.,  1642-3. 

About  six  years  ago  I  undertook  the  arduous  task  of  searching  for  my 
ancestry,  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  I  found  I  had  accomplished  but 
very  little.  I  wrote  to  different  members  of  the  family,  but  received  very 
few  responses  to  my  letters,  and  I  thought,  What  does  this  mean  ?  Have  the 
Bassetts  of  to-day  lost  all  pride  in  their  name  and  family,  or  have  they  so 
degenerated  that  they  are  ashamed  to  let  themselves  be  known  ?  This  I 
could  not  believe.  I  attributed  their  seeming  neglect  to  the  fact  that  they 
knew  but  very  little  about  their  ancestry,  and  that  the  sentiment  which 
should  inhabit  the  human  mind  must  be  slumbering,  and  that  something 
must  be  done  to  awaken  it  to  the  realizing  duty  that  it  owed  to  the  present 
generation,  as  well  as  generations  to  come,  by  placing  upon  record  the  his- 
tory of  the  members  of  this  great  family  before  the  facts  are  obliterated  by 
time  and  neglect,  for  many  of  the  old  records  of  our  New  England  towns 
are  in  very  bad  condition,  and  if  something  is  not  done  before  long  to  pre- 
serve them,  they  will  be  forever  lost.  Now,  let  us  gather  together  while 
there  is  yet  time,  those  fragments  of  facts,  and  with  them  erect  a  monument 
more  lasting  than  stone,  a  record  of  just  and  upright  lives. 

In  our  search  for  facts  among  the  musty  and  time-worn  records  we  find 
the  names  of  our  ancestors  recorded  there  as  being  men  of  honor  and 
uprightness,  holding  year  after  year  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
such  as  judges,  representatives,  congressmen,  senators,  ministers,  doctors, 
lawyers,  and  filling  minor  offices  in  the  community  in  which  they  lived, 
a  sure  mdication  that  they  were  men  of  honor  and  uprightness,  and  also 
men  of  ability. 

Now,  I  believe  we  have  a  right  to  feel  a  little  proud  of  our  ancestry,  and 
that  every  member  should  become  interested  enough  to  assist  us  in  search- 
ing for  these  facts  and  give  us  all  the  assistance  they  can  by  sending  the 
names,  dates  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  of  the  members  of  their  branch 
of  the    family  as   far  back   as   they  can.     If  they  will  do  this  we  will  give 


them  a  history  of  the  family  in  a  very  short  time  that  I  believe  the  Bassetts 
of  America  will  be  pleased  with. 

The  reunion  was  first  suggested  by  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  of  North 
Haven,  Conn.  He  is  a  son  of  Elmira  Bassett,  and  is  engaged  in  looking  up 
his  branch  of  the  family,  and  in  this  work  he  found  the  same  trouble  that  I 
had  experienced,  viz.,  the  indifference  with  which  the  members  of  the  family 
treated  our  letters  of  inquiry,  and  we  felt  assured  that  unless  something 
was  done  to  awaken  a  sentiment  among  the  clan,  our  work  could  never  be 
completed.     We,  therefore,  issued  the  following  circular: 

Seymour,  Conn.,  June  9,  1897. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Bassett  Family,  Greeting  : 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  family,  request  your  attendance 
at  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  United  Church  Chapel,  No.  302  Temple  street, 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  June  17th,  at  2  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  Bassett  Family  Association,  the  object  of  which  is  to  arrange  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  family  reunion  at  a  later  date.  The  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
reunion  will  be  arranged  at  this  meeting.  We  trust  as  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  as  can  will  attend  this  meeting.  We  assure  you  that  we 
have  something  to  tell  you  about  the  family  that  will  interest,  and  will  repay 
you  to  spend  a  little  time  to  attend  this  meeting  and  become  acquainted 
with  the  members  and  history  of  our  family. 

(Signed,) 

Dickkrman  M.  Bassett,  -  Derby,  Conn. 

Charles  L.  Bassett,  -  -  "  " 

Charles  N.  Downs,  I  sQns  of  EHza  Bassett)  _        ,. 
William  S.  Downs,  ) 
Robert  Bassett  Sawyer,        -             -             -  "  " 

Thomas  E.  Atwater,  J  sons  of  Mary  B.  Bassett," 

James  Bassett  Atwater,  ) 

Mrs.  Elizabeth   Bassett  Bradley, 

Miss  Alice  E.  May,    )     ,MJ  r  ,T     •    ^         ..    ,.  , 

'    [  children  of  Maria  Bassett,  "  " 

Robert  Bassett  May,  ) 

.Samuel  A.  Bassett,  -   «_                      -        New  Haven,  Conn. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  -             -                 "            "             " 

Charles  E.  P.  Sanford,  son  of  Jane  Bassett,"            "             '' 

Marshall  L.  Bassett,  -             -             -     West  Haven,  Conn 

Samuel  Bassett,        -  New  Britain,  Conn. 

Homer  F.  Bassett,  -        Waterbury,  Conn. 

Frederick  H.  Bassett,  -                "             " 
Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  son  of  Elmira  Bassett,  North  Haven,  Ct. 

Joel  L.  Bassett,          -  ._«"<« 

John  W.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

Wilbur  F.  Bassett,  -             "               " 

Edward  F.  Bassett,  -                                 '' 


Attest . 


Frank  G.   Bassett,  Acting  Secretary, 

Seymour,  Connecticut. 


In  response  to  this  Circular,  a  meeting  was  held  at  United  Church 
Chapel,  302  Temple  Street,  New  Haven.  Conn.,  June   17,   1897. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.  m.  by  Frank  G.  Bassett,  a 
descendant  of  John,  who  came  to  New  Haven,  1642-3.  Samuel  Elliott 
Bassett,  a  student  at  Yale  University,  a  descendant  of  John,  of  New  Haven, 
1642-3,  was  appointed  secretary.  Edwin  P.  Bassett,  of  New  York  City,  a 
descendant  of  William,  of  1621,  was  elected  chairman. 

On  motion  of  Frank  G.  Bassett  it  was  voted  to  organize  a  permanent 
organization  to  be  known  as  The  Bassett  Family  Association  of  America. 

On  motion  of  Frank  G.  Bassett  a  committee  was  appointed  consisting 
of  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe  and  Joel  E.  Bassett,  of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  to 
present  names  for  officers  of  the  Association.  The  committee  recom- 
mended the  following  gentlemen,  who  were  elected  : 

President. 
Dickerman  M.  Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 


Vice  -  Presidents. 


Edwin  P.  Bassett, 
Samuel  A.  Bassett, 
Homer  F.  Bassett, 
Francis  H.  Bassett, 
Samuel  Bassett, 
Dr.  C.  W.  Bassett, 
Edward  D.  Bassett, 
Carrol  P.  Bassett, 
Arthur  H.  Bassett, 


New  York  City. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Waterbury,  Conn. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

New  Britain,  Conn. 

Sharon,  Conn. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Summit,  N.  J. 

-     Barre,  Mass. 


Secretary. 
Frank    G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

Treasurer. 

C.  E.  P.  Sanford,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Historian. 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

On  motion  of  Newcomb  M.  Bassett  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended 
to  Frank  G.  Bassett  for  his  historical  remarks. 

Samuel  E.  Bassett  read  a  history  of  the  English  Bassett^. 

On  motion  of  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe  the  president  was  empowered  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  arrange  a  date  and  place  for  holding  a  reunion.  The 
following  gentleman  were  appointed  : 

William  S.  Downs,  Derby,  Conn.,  Chairman. 
Newcomb   M.  Bassett,  New    Haven,  Conn. 
George  J.  Bassett,   New  Haven,  Conn. 

On  motion  of  C.  E.  P.  Sanford  the  committee  were  empowered  to 
make  arrangements  for  a  family  banquet. 


On  motion  of  Frank  G.  Bassett  the  president  was  empowered  to 
appoint  a  reception  committee.    The  following  were  appointed  : 

Miss  Lillie  M.  Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 
Mrs.  William  S.  Downs,  Derby,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Jennie  A.  Belden,  Methuen,  Mass. 

On  motion  of  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe  the  officers  of  the  Association  were 
empowered  to  transact  all  business  for  the  Association  and  to  complete  the 
organization. 

There  were  fifty  present  at  the  meeting. 

Subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  reunion  held  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  June  24,  1897,  it  was  voted  to  hold  the  reunion  at  Hills, 
Homestead,  West  Haven,  Conn.,  September  9th,  1897. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett  and  George  J.  Bassett  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  printing. 

W.  S.  Downs  was  appointed  to  draft  a  circular  to  be  sent  to  the 
Bassetts  of  America  inviting  them  to  the  reunion. 

Frank  G.  Bassett  was  appointed  a  committee  on  correspondence. 

William  S.  Downs  and  Newcomb  M.  Bassett  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  arrange  with  Mrs.  Hills  for  a  banquet. 

The  following  circular  was  then  issued  : 

THE    BASSETT  FAMILY    ASSOCIATION. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  July  10th,  1897. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Bassett  Family,  Greeting  : 

In  response  to  over  one  hundred  invitations,  which  have  been  sent  out  by 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  Conn.,  about  fifty  members  of  the  Bassett 
family  met  at  the  United  Church  Chapel  in  New  Haven,  on  the  17th  of  June, 
1897,  for  the  purpose,  as  stated  in  the  invitation,  of  taking  such  steps  as 
might  be  deemed  advisable  for  the  formation  of  a 

BASSETT  FAMILY  ASSOCIATION. 

At  this  meeting  an  Association  was  formed,  and  the  following  gentlemen 

were  chosen  officers  : 

President. 

Dickerman  M.  Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 

Vice-  Presidents. 

Samuel  A.  Bassett,  -   New  Haven,  Conn. 

Edwin  P.  Bassett,  New  York  City. 

Homer  F.  Bassett,  -     Waterbury,  Conn. 

Francis  H.  Bassett,  -                                     Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Edward  D.  Bassett,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Clarence  Bassett,  M.  D  ,                                   -    Sharon,  Conn. 

Samuel  Bassett,  -                             New  Britain,  Conn. 

Arthur  H.  Bassett,  -                                       -        Barre,  Mass. 


Secretary. 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

Treasurer. 

Chas.  E.  P.  Sanford,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Historian. 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

The  sentiment  of  those  present  at  this  meeting  was  in  favor  of  having  a 
reunion  in  the  near  future,  to  which  a  general  invitation  might  be  extended 
to  the  Bassetts  and  their  kin  throughout  the  country,  in  the  hope  that  such 
a  reunion  would  be  largely  attended,  and  the  Association  be  made  more 
general,  with  a  membership  which  would  place  it  on  a  substantial  and 
permanent  basis. 

In  accordance  with  this  idea  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  a 

Reunion  Commitee. 

William  S.  Downs,  Chairman,     -  -  -     Derby,  Conn. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett,     150  Howard  Ave,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
George  J.  Bassett,     -     291  Shelton  Ave,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

To  this  Committee  was  entrusted  the  duty  of  arranging  for  the  first 
reunion,  and  after  consulting  with  a  number  of  the  family,  the  Committee 
decided  upon  Thursday,  September  9th,  as  the  date,  and  Hills'  Homestead, 
West  Haven,  Conn.,  as  the  place.  For  the  information  of  those  not  familiar 
with  this  locality,  we  will  state  that  West  Haven  is  a  suburb  of  New  Haven, 
on  Long  Island  Sound,  about  three  miles  west  of  the  City,  and  is  reached  by 
electric  cars  passing  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Station  in  New  Haven 
every  ten  minutes. 

The  reunion  exercises  will  commence  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  in  a  large 
tent  on  the  grounds.  At  this  time  an  opportunity  will  be  given  to  all 
members  of  the  Bassett  family  to  enroll  themselves  as  members  of  the 
Association,  and  permanent  officers  will  be  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  first  class  "  Shore  Dinner  "  will  be  observed  after  this  meeting,  and 
after  that  the  literary  exercises  will  take  place.  These  will  include  addresses 
by  different  persons  from  many  sections  of  the  country,  and  an  historical 
address  by  Frank  G.  Bassett,  historian  of  the  Association. 

We  intend  to  make  this  occasion  a  memorable  one,  and  sincerely  hope 
that  our  kinsmen  will  be  present,  both  from  our  own  State  and  many  distant 
States. 

The  Bassett  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  United  States,  the  original 
ancester,  William  Bassett,  having  come  to  America  in  the  ship  Fortune,  in 
1621  ;  and  the  family  is  now  widely  scattered  throughout  the  country. 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  who  has  interested  himself  in  tracing  the 
genealogy  of  the  family,  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  secured  the  names 
of  about  18,000  members,  and  it  is  estimated  that  he  has  not  secured  one- 
third  of  them  as  vet. 


Many  members  in  other  States,  with  whom  we  have  been  in  communica- 
tion, have  expressed  themselves  as  being  desirous  of  attending,  and  we  do 
not  think  it  too  much  to  predict  that  there  will  be  several  hundred  at  the 
reunion.  Certainly  an  occasion  of  this  character,  under  these  circumstances, 
will  be  a  bright  spot  in  the  memory  of  each  one  who  attends. 

Of  course,  there  will  be  considerable  expense  attendant  upon  the 
reunion,  and  it  will  have  to  be  met  by  those  attending  the  same.  The 
price  of  the  ticket  for  the  banquet  will  be  $1.50,  and  will  include  dinner,  a 
badge  of  the  Association,  and  entitle  each  holder  thereof  to  all  the  festivities 
of  the  occasion.  Children  under  the  age  of  12  years  will  be  charged  half 
price.  Any  surplus  money  that  may  remain  will  be  covered  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Association. 

The  Committee  requests  that  all  persons  who  are  the  descendants  of  a 
Bassett  will  make  it  their  business  to  be  present.  With  the  limited  knowl- 
edge which  we  have  of  the  vast  army  of  Bassetts  scattered  all  through  the 
country,  we  must  necessarily  omit  the  greater  portion,  and  can  only  com- 
municate directly  with  comparatively  few.  If  the  members  of  the  family 
will  take  upon  themselves  to  invite  any  member  of  the  family  in  their 
immediate  locality,  it  may  result  in  bringing  many  who  would  otherwise  be 
omitted.  Also,  if  they  have  any  knowledge  of  different  branches  of  the 
family,  or  any  facts  concerning  the  same  that  they  consider  would  be  of 
interest,  will  they  kindly  forward  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  who  will 
furnish  them  with  any  information  he  may  have  concerning  the  family. 

Each  person  expecting  to  attend  this  reunion  must  give  this  Committee 
notice  of  such  intention  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  any  event  not  later  than 
August  20th,  and  must  enclose  $1.50  for  each  ticket  desired,  and  such  tickets 
will  be  returned  to  him.  It  is  necessary  that  this  should  be  done,  as  we 
must  not  only  cover  the  expenses,  but  advise  the  caterer  of  the  number  that 
we  may  expect  at  the  banquet. 

Remittances  and  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  Frank  G.  Bas- 
sett, Seymour,  Conn.,  or,  you  can,  if  you  prefer,  communicate  with  any 
member  of  the  Reunion  Committee. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  consider  this  matter  favorably,  and  that 
you  will  be  present  on  the  clay  named,  in  order  that  the  Association  may  be 
launched  on  a  successful  career  with  a  lar^e  and  enthusiastic  attendance. 


William  S.  Downs, 


Reunion 


Newcomb  M.  Bassett, 

^  T    -o  )     Committee. 

Gf.orge  J.  Bassett, 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Secretary, 

Seymour,  Conn. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing;  circular,  the  following  was  sent : 

Seymour,  Conn.,  August  28,  1897. 
Kinsmen  : 

Some  time  ago  I  sent  a  circular  to  you  notifying  you  of  a  Bassett  Family 
Reunion  to  be  held  Sept.  9th  inst.,  1897,  at  Hills'  Homestead,  West  Haven, 
Conn.  Now,  as  I  have  to  report  the  number  that  will  be  present  at  the 
banquet  to  the  caterer  by  the  fourth  of  September,  it  is  very  necessary  that 
you  should  notify  me  at  once  whether  you  will  be  present  or  not. 


I  have  already  received  the  money  for  tickets  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred,  coming  from  Iowa,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Washington,  D.  C,  Maine,  Rhode  Island  and 
Illinois.  Now  let  the  Bassetts'  of  Connecticut  attend  in  goodly  numbers 
and  give  our  kinsmen  from  abroad  a  grand  welcome. 

Tickets  can  be  procured  at  The  John  E.  Bassett  &  Co.'s  store,  Chapel 
street,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  the  office  of  William  S.  Downs,  Derby,  Conn., 
or  of  the  Secretary  as  directed  by  circular. 

Yours  truly, 

Frank  G.  Bassett,   Secretary. 

Facsimile  of  the  ticket  : 
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ACCOUNT  OF   THE  REUNION. 

On  the  morning  of  September  9th,  1897,  we  assembled  at  Hills'  Home- 
stead. The  early  morning  was  taken  up  by  the  arrivals  of  the  members 
of  the  great  family,  and  as  each  one  arrived  they  were  taken  in  hand  by 
the  reception  committee  and  introduced  to  all  present,  when  a  general 
social  time  was  enjoyed. 

At  one  o'clock  p.  m.  they  repaired  to  the  banquet  table,  where  a  photo- 
graph was  taken  of  the  party.  The  banquet  was  very  much  enjoyed,  espe- 
cially by  those  who  had  partaken  of  an  early  breakfast  and  traveled  along 
distance. 

After  the  banquet,  William  S.  Downs,  chairman  of  the  Reunion  Com- 
mittee, gave  an  address  of  welcome: 


ADDRESS  OF  WILLIAM  S.  DOWNS. 

Members  of  the  Basselt  Family  : 

We  welcome  you  here  to-day  to  this  first  reunion  of  the  Bassett  family, 
and  in  so  doing  we  feel  assured  that  many  old  acquaintances  will  be  renewed, 
that  many  pleasant  memories  and  recollections  of  the  past  will  be  brought 
to  mind,  and  that  many  new  friendships  will  be  formed  that  will  prove  great 
fountains  of  pleasure  in  the  years  that  are  to  come. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  an  association  and  o-atherine  of  this 
character  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  Many  of  us  will  to-day  for  the  first 
time  learn  what  a  great  and  widely  scattered  family  the  Bassetts  are,  and 
what  they  have  done  for  American  life  and  civilization. 

Perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  the  first  Bassett  to  set  foot  on  American 
soil  was  a  pilgrim  father — by  name  William  Bassett;  that  he  left  his  com- 
fortable home  in  Plymouth,  England,  and  fled  to  Leyden,  Holland,  with  the 
other  pilgrims,  to  seek  a  home  in  a  country  where  he  could  worship  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

For  some  reason  unknown  to  us  he  did  not  sail  in  the  immortal  May- 
flower, but  followed  in  the  very  next  ship,  namely,  the  ship  Fortune,  and 
landed  in  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  fall  of  162 1,  less  than  one  year  after  the 
first  ship  load  of  pilgrims  had  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock. 

In  England  the  Bassetts  were  a  thrifty  people,  and  in  the  early  days 
after  the  Norman  Conquest  were  large  landed  proprietors,  had  a  Crest,  a 
Coat  of  Arms,  and  not  only  associated  with  the  nobility,  but  were  of  the  very 
elect  themselves.  Dukedoms,  lordships,  knights,  feudal  barons,  and  many 
other  titles  and  estates  were  common  with  them. 

Thurstine  de  Bassett  came  from  Normandy  and  was  Grand  Falconer  to 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  fought  by  his  side  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
Hastings  in  1066,  when  the  Duke  of  Normandy  routed  the  English  under 
King  Harold  and  took  possession  of  the  English  throne. 

I  need  hardly  say  to  you  that  the  battle  of  Hastings  was  the  greatest 
battle  ever  fought  in  England,  and  the  result  of  that  battle  had  a  wonderful 
effect  upon  the  Christian  civilization  of  the  English  people. 

The  accession  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  English  throne  changed 
the  whole  course  of  life  of  the  English  speaking  family,  and  in  that  battle 
and  the  subsequent  life  in  England  the  Bassetts  bore  a  prominent  part. 

In  America  we  may  almost  say  that  the  history  of  our  family  is  that  of 
the  country  itself. 

The  Bassetts  helped  to  clear  the  forests  and  tame  the  wild  and  crafty 
savage;  they  had  their  part  in  founding  the  district  school  which  has  been, 
and  is,  the  pride  of  our  school  system.  They  helped  to  found  the  American 
home,  which  is  the  everlasting  glory  of  American  life.  They  enjoyed  and 
endured  all  the  pleasures  and  privations  of  pioneer  life  in  a  new  country, 
where  they  had  everything  to  grow,  produce  and  manufacture,  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  peaceful  homes  left  behind  them  in  Old  England. 

They  took  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars;  they  lent  all  the  aid 
possible  to  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Union;  and  both  at  home  and 
in  the  field  they  were  on  the  patriot  side  in  the  great  war  fur  independence; 
and  in  that  greater  war  of  the  Rebellion,  they  went  to  the  front  to  preserve 
by  their  valor  and  their  sacrifices  what  their  fathers  had  helped  to  create. 
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As  a  family  they  have  never  been  weighed  in  the  scales  and  found 
wanting;  but  they  have  been  foremost  in  every  good  work  in  our  land  for 
the  past  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  years. 

In  our  day  they  have  helped  to  build  up  and  develop  that  splendid 
western  country  of  ours,  until  it  has  blossomed  like  the  rose. 

They  have  served  our  country  in  foreign  lands  with  dignity  and  honor. 
They  have  graced  Cabinets  of  Presidents.  They  have  served  with  credit 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  many  members  of  our  family 
have  been  eminent  in  all  the  learned  professions. 

No  less  has  their  influence  been  felt  in  times  of  peace.  And  in  great 
social,  commercial  and  manufacturing  pursuits  they  have  helped  to  make 
the  name  of  our  country  glorious  and  life  worth  living. 

The  mother  of  President  William  Henry  Harrison  was  a  Bassett,  and 
the  blood  showed  its  strength  in  President  Benjamin  Harrison,  the  great- 
grandson,  who  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  best  and  wisest  of  our 
Presidents,  and  whose  patriotism  and  Americanism  traces  direct  to  the 
Bassett  blood. 

Taking  our  family  all  in  all  from  the  days  of  Thurstine  de  Bassett  in 
the  old  world,  down  to  the  present  time,  we  certainly  can  justly  claim  a 
proud  and  ancient  lineage,  as  well  as  a  bright  and  gleaming  history  replete 
with  the  best  works  of  life. 

I  do  not  intend  to  speak  at  any  further  length  of  the  record  of  the  Bas- 
setts;  our  historian  and  the  others  who  will  speak  to  you  later  will  do  this 
to  your  entire  satisfaction.  My  duty  is  simply  to  welcome  you  to-day  to 
this  festive  occasion,  and  to  hope  that  the  day  will  be  full  of  pleasant  expe- 
riences, that  the  acquaintances  here  formed  will  be  enjoyed  through  life, 
and  that  we  will  all  do  full  well  our  part  as  becomes  the  descendants  of  the 
ancient,  honorable  and  progressive  family  of  Bassetts. 

After  the  addi-ess  of  welcome,  the  business  meeting  of  the  Association 
was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Downs,  when  the  following  order  of  business  was 
transacted  : 

On  motion  of  the  secretary  a  committee  was  appointed  to  present  names 
for  officers  of  the  Association  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  appointed  as  that  committee: 

Frank  G.   Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 
Samuel  Bassett,  New  Britain,  Conn. 
Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  North  Haven,  Conn. 
Jav  Bassett,  Detroit,  Mich. 

A  motion  was  passed  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  present  names  for 
the  Reunion  Committee  for  1898.    The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  : 

Abbott  Bassett,  Boston,  Mass. 

Levi  Bassett,  Terryville,  Conn. 

C.  E.  P.  Sanford,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  by  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  adopted: 
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Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  annually  for  membership  and  dues  in 
the  Bassett  Family  Association  the  sum  of  fifty  (50)  cents. 

On  motion  of  Abbott  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  matter  of  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  was  referred  to  the  incoming  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion, with  instructions  to  formulate  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion  of  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  it  was  voted  to 
constitute  the  officers  and  committees  of  the  Association  an  executive  board 
with  power  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Jay  Bassett,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  it  was  voted  to  instruct 
the  executive  board  to  adopt  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  it  was  voted  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  reunion. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Bassett,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.,  it  was  voted  to 
have  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  printed  in  the  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  present  names  for  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion presented  the  following,  which  were  unanimously  elected: 


President. 


Dickerman  M.  Bassett, 


Derby,  Conn. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Edwin  P.  Bassett,  - 
Samuel  A.  Bassett, 
Harrison  W.  Bassett, 
William  D.  Bassett,    - 
Homer  F.  Bassett,  - 
Samuel  Bassett, 
Edward  D.  Bassett, 
Dr.  Clarence  W.  Bassett 
Arthur  H.  Bassett, 
A.  L.   Bassett,  - 
Mr.  Carrol  P.  Bassett, 
Josiah  Bassett, 
Sidney  G.  Bassett,  - 
Judge  C.  F.  Bassett,    - 
George  Bassett,     - 
H.  E.  Bassett,  - 
James  A.  Bassett,     - 
j.  W.  Bassett,    - 
Hon.  Isaac  N.   Bassett, 
Judge  John  R.  Bassett, 
Albert  L.  Bassett, 
William  J.  Bassett, 
Charles  A.  Bassett, 
Hiram  Bassett, 
George  K.  Bassett, 
George  C.  Gorham, 
R.  P.  Hitchcock, 


New  York  City. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Saline,  Mich. 
Blencoe,  Iowa. 

-  Waterbury,  Conn. 
New  Britain,  Conn. 

-  Providence,  R.  I. 

Sharon,  Conn. 

Barre,  Mass. 

Cleveland,  O. 

Summit,  N.  J. 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Fort  Valley,  Ga. 

Proctorville,  Vt, 

Lady  Lake,  Fla. 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

Sterling,  Ky. 

Winslow,  Me. 

-     Aledo,  111. 

Burlingame,  Kan. 

Moberly,  Mo. 

-     Duluth.  Minn. 

,  Wis. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Batesville,  Arkansas. 
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Secretary. 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

Treasurer. 

C.  E.  P.  Sanford,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Historian. 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  presenting'  names 
for  the  Reunion  Committee,  presented  the  following  names,  which  were 
unanimously  elected- 

William  S.  Downs,  Derby,  Conn.,  Chairman. 
Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
George  J.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

On  motion  of  Judge  William  G.  Bassett,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  it  was 
voted  to  leave  the  matter  of  arranging  the  time  and  place  of  holding  our 
next  reunion  with  the  executive  board,  with  power  to  act. 

The  following  committees  were  subsequently  appointed  : 

historical  committee. 

Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  for  Connecticut. 

George  O.  Bassett,  for  Massachusetts. 

Rev.  Frederick  J.  Bassett,  for  Rhode  Island. 

William  W.  Bassett,  for  New  Hampshire. 

John  F.  Bassett,  for  Vermont. 

J.  Colby  Bassett,  for  Maine. 

Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett,  for  New  York. 

B.  Frank  Leeds,  for  New  Jersey. 
George  G.  Bassett,  for  Pennsylvania. 
S.  C.  Bassett,  for  Nebraska. 

C.  O.  Bassett,  for  Ohio. 
Jay  Bassett,  for  Michigan. 
Chauncey  Bassett,  for  Illinois. 
vSamuel  Bassett,  for  Kentucky. 
G.  C.  Bassett,  for  Georgia. 

Henry  L.  Bassett,  Blairstown,  Iowa. 
Elmer  H.  Bassett,  for  Minnesota. 
William  Bassett  Woodard,  Denver,  Colo. 
Charles  C.  Bassett,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Eugene  Bassett,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

auditing  committee. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Homer  F.   Bassett,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  North  Haven,  Conn. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 
C.  E.  P.  Saxford,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  The  Bassett  Family  Association. 


1897. 
June  17. 
Sept.    9. 


July     2. 
Sept.    9. 


Dr. 


To  Collection  taken  at  first  meeting, 

Cash  from  Sec'y  for  tickets  and  badges  sold, 


Cr. 


Balance  in  treasury, 


>  n.36 

300  00 


June  30.     By  Cash  paid  for  printing  and  stationery  for  Sec'y,    %  4.15 


"  postage  stamps,         -  -  -      6.00 

"  printing  and  stationery  for  com.,       53.12 

"  badges,  -  -    23.25 

"  registry  book,       -  -  -  4.00 

"  hotel  for  dinner,        -  -  -  149.25 


$311-36 


239-77 
$71-59 


The  addresses  followed. 

ADDRESS   OF   THE    HISTORIAN. 
My  Dear  Kinsmen  : 

We  meet  here  to-day  for  the  first  time  in  family  reunion  And  here  we 
are  permitted  to  enjoy  those  social  greetings  which  make  our  hearts  beat 
with  joy,  and  as  we  grasp  the  hand  and  behold  the  new  face,  we  can  truth- 
fully say  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  and  participate  in  this  social  festival  ;  it 
will  bring  us  in  closer  touch  with  each  other,  whereby  we  may  form  friend- 
ships which  will  last  throughout  our  lives,  and  as  we  travel  on  through  the 
labyrinth  of  this  life,  let  us  pause  at  each  turn  of  the  road  and  look  back 
upon  this  occasion  as  one  of  the  bright  spots  in  our  lives,  and  may  each  year, 
as  they  are  presented  to  our  view,  become  brighter  and  better  as  we  journey 
on  to  that  land  from  whence  no  traveler  returns. 

The  task  allotted  to  me  is  a  difficult  one,  and  one  who  has  never  under- 
taken such  a  task  can  have  very  little  conception  of  the  time,  patience  and 
trouble  involved  in  the  search  for  facts,  tracing  the  fortunes  of  families 
back  two  hundred  and  seventy  years. 

I  have  been  engaged  on  this  work  about  five  years  collecting  data  of  the 
Bassett  family.  I  at  first  commenced  upon  the  line  of  John,  who  located  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  about  1642-3,  he  being  the  one  from  whom  I  descended, 
and  as  I  progressed  in  my  search  I  found  the  various  branches  of  this  great 
family  so  closely  connected  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  write  a  book  and 
have  it  worthy  of  the  name,  history  or  genealogy  unless  it  contained 
the  record  of  all  the  branches.  Since  the  discovery  I  have  been  in  con- 
nection with  others  looking  up  the  record  of  all  the  branches.  And  now  if 
the  members  of  this  great  family  will  give  us  a  little  assistance  by  sending 
us  their  record  as  far  back  as  they  can,  giving  us  dates  of  births,  marriages 
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and  deaths,  together  with  other  matter  of  interest  appertaining  to  the  family, 
we  will  try  and  give  them  a  history  worthy  of  the  family. 

I  trust  you  do  not  expect  me  to  give  you  a  perfect  history  of  the  family 
in  detail  from  1050,  in  .(Jtica,  Normandy,  the  town  which  history  states  they 
came  from  to  England  with  Wjlliam  the  Conqueror  about  1066.  If  you  have 
come  here  with  any  such  expectations  1  am  afraid  you  will  be  disappointed  ; 
there  are  too  many  missing  links,  which  I  trust  with  a  little  more  time  and  a 
little  more  patience  we  may  be  able  to  forge  and  complete  the  chain  which 
will  bind  us  together  in  one  great  family. 

There  is  one  great  drawback  that  retards  the  progress  of  this  work,  and 
that  is  the  apathy  displayed  by  some  of  the  members  in  not  answering  our 
letters,  but  I  trust  this  meeting  will  create  an  interest  among  the  clan,  and 
that  those  present  will  go  home  and  try  and  induce  those  residing  in  their 
respective  jurisdictions  to  send  in  the  record  of  their  branch  of  the  family  as 
far  back  as  possible,  and  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  may  classify 
them  and  complete  the  histor}7  of  our  family. 

The  family  of  Bassetts  is  a  very  ancient  one  and  a  clear  table  of  descent 
can  be  proven  from  the  Normans.  And  the  fact  that  they  came  to  England 
with  William  the  Conquerer  can  also  be  proven  beyond  any  reasonable 
doubt.     (W.  J.  vSaxton.) 

W.  J.  Saxton,  in  his  history  of  the  Bassett  family  in  England,  states  that 
there  is  authority  for  saying  that  the  Bassetts  descended  from  the  gentle 
blood  of  the  Norman  nobility,  there  being  one  little  record,  which  has 
survived  the  lapse  of  eight  centuries,  to  prove  this  statement.  It  is  an  unim- 
portant document  in  itself,  but  to  the  genealogist  it  is  of  the  highest  value 
and  interest,  being  as  it  is  an  unimpeachable  proof  of  the  standing  of 
the  family  in  the  remote  days  before  the  Norman  invasion.  It  is  the  roll  of 
Battle  Abbey,  the  earliest  record  of  the  names  of  those  Norman  chiefs  who 
came  over  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  is  still  looked  upon  as  the 
means  by  which  to  prove  the  nobility,  or  at  all  events  the  gentle  blood, 
of  those  who  were  amongst  the  invaders  of  England,  1066.  The  historian 
further  states  that  he  believes  it  to  be  a  fact  that  the  names  of  persons 
of  mean  degree  were  not  included  in  the  roll,  and  that  unless  a  knight  had 
earned  the  honor  by  his  bravery  in  battle  or  his  service  to  William's  cause, 
his  name  was  not  placed  upon  the  roll  of  honor.  In  both  lists  which  have 
been  preserved  to  the  present  day  the  name  of  Basset  appears. 

Dugdale,  the  historian,  has  found  a  record  in  Utica,  Normandy,  of  one 
Osmond  Basset  agreeing  to  the  building  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ebralph,  1050. 
This  at  once  stamps  the  family  as  being  of  good  social  standing,  as  it  points 
to  the  fact  of  Osmond  being  the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  bishop  of  the  diocese 
or  the  owner  of  the  land. 

The  name  was  originally  spelled  Basset,  and  Saxton  states  that  not  until 
the  fifteenth  century  does  he  find  the  extra  t ;  he  also  states  that  it  was  not 
generally  adopted  by  the  representive  families  But  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  it  is  in  general  use  to-day,  both  in  England  and  America.  In 
my  search  for  facts  a  few  days  ago  I  found  published  in  an  English  paper 
the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas  Bassett,  the  name  being 
spelled  with  two  t's  ;  he  was  a  colonel  in  the  English  army.  Now  it  appears 
to  me  that  unless  they  had  adopted  it  the  paper  would  not  have  spelled  it  with 
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two.  I  mention  these  facts  at  this  time  for  the  reason  that  there  are  some 
in  this  country  who  spell  their  name  with  one  t  and  some  with  two,  and 
a  few  who  add  the  final  e  (Bassette). 

There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  Christian  name  of  the  Bassett 
who  came  with  William  the  Conqueror,  in  some  records  it  being  recorded 
as  Osmond  and  in  others  Thurstine  de  Basset,  but  W.  J.  Saxton  states  that 
it  is  fair  to  assume  that  both  came  over,  and  that  Osmond  was  the 
father  of  Thurstine.  His  reasons  for  this  statement  is  that  he  finds  the 
name  of  Thurstine  mentioned  in  1086,  thirty  years  after.  Osmond  was 
evidently  a  man  of  mature  years.  There  is  no  Christian  name  given  in 
the  roll. 

Dugdale  states  that  "  Thurstine  was  the  paternal  ancestor  of  all  the  Bas- 
setts  of  England  who  rose  to  power  and  distinction  shortly  after  the  con- 
quest." Ralph  Basset,  the  son  of  Thurstine,  was  the  illustrious  founder  of 
their  greatness.  He  was  made  Justice  of  England  and  invested  with  power 
of  sitting  in  any  court  he  pleased  for  the  administration  of  justice.  The 
records  state  that  he  was  a  statesman,  a  lawgiver  and  an  unsullied  judge, 
and  had  within  himself  the  power  to  reach  the  goal  of  honor. 

From  him  descended  the  Lords  Bassets  of  Drayton,  Sapcote,  Umber- 
leigh  and  Tehidy.  They  were  ennobled  in  several  branches,  not  only  being 
barons  of  manors,  but  being  in  many  cases  summoned  to  Parliament,  which 
in  those  days  (before  the  institution  of  various  ranks)  was  tantamount  to 
creating  them  barons  of  the  realm. 

History  informs  us  that  Ralph  Basset,  the  son  of  Thurstine,  and  Falk 
Basset,  the  son  of  Alan  Basset,  were  the  two  most  illustrious  members  of 
the  family.  Falk  Basset  was  Bishop  of  London.  He  was  consecrated  Octo- 
ber 9,  1244. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  members  of 
the  Basset  family  in  England. 

Osmond,        ------- 

Thurstine,    Grand  Falconer  to  William  the  Conqueror, 
Ralph,       - 
Thomas, 
Richard,  - 


Justice  of  all  England, 
Judge, 


Ralph, 

William, 

Simon, 

Ralph, 

Simon, 

Alan, 

Gelbert, 


1050 
1066 
1 1 00 
1 100 
1 121 
1127 
1163 
1184 
1248 
1294 
1232 
1241 


Abbot,  - 

Pellof, 

Warren, 

William, 

Falk,     - 

Ralph, 

Roger,  - 


1251 

1252 

1233 
1236 

1244 

1275 
1275 


John, 

Ralph, 

Richard, 

Henry, 

John, 

Regnold, 

Robert,    - 


1319 

James, 

1371 

William, 

1386 

Thomas, 

T39! 

William, 

M5° 

Walter, 

i4S8 

James, 

1458 

1558 

1563 
1572 

'59° 

!59° 
1604 
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W.  J.  Saxton,  in  his  history  of  the  Bassett  family,  only  brings  it  down 
to  1604,  and  he  completes  it  as  follows: 

"  In  conclusion,  the  American  Bassets  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of 
their  descent,  for  they  are  of  the  blood  of  the  Brailsfords,  Grevilles,  Gran- 
villes,  de  Dustanvilles,  Beaumonts  and  Chetwyndes.  They  have  also  a 
descent  from  the  English  kings  and  from  Henry  I.  through  Maud  Fitz  Henry. 

"  But  the  most  ancient  lineage  is  that  which  they  have  from  the  wife  of 
Richard  Bassett  (Maud  Ridel),  for  she  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Wul- 
grinces,  a  relative  of  King  Charles  the  Bald,  and  who  created  him  Duke  of 
Angolene  and  Perigord  as  far  back  as  A.  D.  886." 

The  names  of  the  Bassett  immigrants  to  this  country  in  the  early  part 
of  1600  are  as  follows: 


William,  in  the  ship  Fortune, 
Thomas,      "  "  Christian, 


William. 
John, 
John, 
Oliver, 


a 
a 


1621, 

1634, 
1635, 
1635, 


"  Abigail, 

"  Falcon, 

"  Virgin, 

"  Alexander,  1635, 


landed  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 
"         "  Boston,  Mass. 

tt  a  a  a 

"         "  Barbadoes. 


1636, 


"  Bermuda. 


John,  who  came  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  1642- 


William,  who  came  in  1621,  was  married  three  times.  The  name  of  his 
first  wife  I  have  not  been  able  to  find;  his  second  was  Margaret  Oldham,  and 
they  were  married  at  Leyden,  Holland.  We  have  found  no  record  of  any 
children  by  the  two  first  wives.  He  married  for  his  third  Elizabeth  Tilden, 
and  had  the  following  children: 


William,    born    1624 


Elizabeth, 

n 

1626 

Nathaniel, 

it 

1628 

Joseph, 

a 

1629 

Sarah, 

a 

1630 

Ruth, 

a 

1632 

Jane, 

it 

1634 

married  Mary  Burt,  of  Lynn,  and  died  1670. 
"  Thomas  Burgess,  Jr.,  Nov.  8,  1648. 
"         Mary  or  Dorcas  Joyce. 

Martha  Hobert. 
"         Perigrine  White. 
"         John  Sprague. 

Thomas  Gilbert. 


Thomas,  who  came  in  the  ship  Christian  de  London,  1634,  located  at 
Windsor,  Conn.  He  came  with  the  Stiles  party.  They  came  from  Plymouth, 
England.  He  was  thirty-seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  over,  according 
to  the  shipping  list.  He  undoubtedly  married  after  he  came  to  this  country, 
as  there  is  no  mention  made  in  the  list  of  a  wife,  but  who  he  married  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find.     They  had  children  as  follows: 

Sarah,    born    1646;    married  Henry  Hill,  Nov.  8,  1673. 
Mary,         "       1648;         "  Henry  Tiff,  Nov.  6,  1673. 

Thomas,    "       1650;         "  Sarah  Baldwin,     -     1680. 

In  1650  he  sold  his  property  at  Windsor  and  removed  to  Fairfield,  Conn. 
He  died  there  about  1670.  Captain  Isaac  Bassett,  who  was  connected  with 
the  United  States  Senate  for  so  many  years,  was  a  descendant  from  this 
Thomas. 

William,  who  came  on  the  Abigail,  1635,  only  nine  years  of  age,  I  believe 
to  be    the   William,  of  Lynn,  who  married   Sarah,  daughter   of  Hiigh   Burt, 


of  Lynn,  about  1646-7;  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  a  nephew  of 
William,  who  came  in  the  Fortune,  1621.  William,  son  of  William  of  162 1, 
married  Mary,  the  sister  of  Sarah.  The  descendants  of  this  William  are 
very  numerous.  Many  of  them  are  Quakers  and  located  in  New  Jersey. 
They  are  descendants  of  his  son  Elisha,  and  the  early  Bassetts  of  Delaware, 
Md.,  and  Virginia,  in  my  opinion,  are  descendants  of  his  sons  Samuel  and 
John.  Most  of  the  members  of  this  family  were  persecuted  for  their  reli- 
gious belief,  they  being  Quakers,  and  I  am  grieved  to  be  compelled  to 
acknowledge  the  fact  that  our  ancestors,  in  my  opinion,  were  narrow  and 
bigoted  and  were  not  willing  to  grant  the  same  rights  to  others  that  they 
claimed  for  themselves.  And  these  noble  people  were  persecuted  simply 
because  they  served  the  same  God  in  a  little  different  form;  and  in  my 
opinion  there  are  no  more  honorable,  God-loving  and  law-abiding  people 
living  than  those  same  Quakers  are  to-day,  and  as  they  are  to-day  I  believe 
they  were  then. 

The  children  of  William  and  Sarah  Burt  Bassett  were: 

William,  born  1648;  married  Sarah  Hood,  Oct.  25,  1675;  remained  in  Mass. 

Elisha,         "  1649;         "  Elizabeth;  removed  to  New  Jersey. 

Elizabeth,  "  1650;         "  1st,  John  Proctor;   2d,  Richards. 

Sarah,  "  1651;         "  Thomas  Ewell. 

Rebecca,      "  1652;         "  died  unmarried. 

John,  "  Nov.,   1653. 

Mariam,      "  Sept.,  1655. 

Mary,  "  165 7 ;  married,  1st,  Michel  Derick;  2d, Rich. 

Hannah,      "  Feb.,    1660;         "  John  Libby  of  Woburn,  Mass. 

Samuel,        "  March  18,  1664. 

Rachel.        "  March  13,  1666;  married  Ephraim  Silsbee,  1690. 
William  died  in  1703,  aged  77  years. 

John  and  Margery  Bassett,  who  came  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  about  1642-3, 
were  well  along  in  years,  as  he  is  spoken  of  in  the  New  Haven  Colonial 
records  as  old  man  Bassett;  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Robert;  Sarah,  who  married  John  Webb  and  resided  in 
Stamford  for  a  time;  Maria,  who  married  John  Emery  and  first  located  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  about  1654-5, 
and  William,  who  married  the  widow  Hannah  Ives,  nee  Dickerman,  and 
located  at  North  Haven,  Conn.;  although  in  John  Bassett's  will  he  only 
mentions  his  son  Robert. 

John  died  Feb.  15,  1653,  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  Margery  died  in  1656,  at 
Stamford,  Conn. 

I  would  here  state  that  I  am  a  descendant  from  John,  through  his  son 
Robert. 

I  will  now  mention  a  few  of  those  Bassetts  who  have  been  prominent  on 
this  side  of  the  water.  First  Richard,  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  great  Republic.  He  was  Governor'  of  Delaware  from 
1798  to  1 801,  he  was  in  the  United  States  Senate  from  1789  to  1793, 
presidential  elector  in  1797,  and  the  first  one  to  cast  his  vote  to  locate 
the  capital  on  the  Potomac,  and  was  a  Judge  of  the  Federal  Court. 
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Colonel  Burwell  Bassett,  of  Virginia,  married  a  sister  of  Martha  Wash- 
ington; he  was  in  Congress  from  1805  to  1831. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Wesley  Wheeler  Bassett,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  retired  in  1872,  he  was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Fletcher  Bassett,  from  Kentucky,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  was  a  son  of  Isaac  N.  Bassett,  now  a  resident  of  Aledo, 
111.,  and  a  very  prominent  lawyer. 

Judge  Mark  Bassett,  of  Illinois. 

Judges  John  Rand  and  Owen  A.  Bassett,  of  Kansas. 

Judge  Elisha  Bassett,  who  was  clerk  of  the  United  States  Court  at 
Boston  for  fifty  years. 

Miles  Bassett,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  a  law  partner  of  Stephen  A. 
Douglas;  he  was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Simeon  Bassett,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  was  selected  as  the  man 
sufficiently  skilled  in  the  art  of  masonry  to  take  charge  of  the  mason  work 
at  the  erection  of  the  first  Capitol  building  at  Washington.  He  was  the 
father  of  Captain  Isaac  Bassett,  who  was  for  so  many  years  connected  with 
the  United  States  Senate,  and  the  father  of  Lieutenant  Simeon  Spencer 
Bassett,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  died  May  6,  185S. 

Elizabeth  Bassett,  of  Virginia,  married  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  was 
mother  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  first  one  of  that  name  to  be  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  great-grandmother  of  our  late  President  Benjamin 
Harrison.  The  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Bayard,  United  States  Ambassador  to 
England,  is  great  grandson  of  Richard  Bassett,  the  signer  of  the  Constitution. 

In  fact,  we  find  the  family  of  Bassett  connected  and  associated  with  the 
very  best  families  in  this  country  and  in  England,  and  assisting  in  every 
enterprise  that  tends  to  promote  the  best  interest  of  the  people,  ever  liberal 
in  their  views  and  advocating  the  principle  that  the  people  are  the  creatures 
of  God's  creating  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  under  the  law, 
ever  ready  to  oppose  any  infringement  upon  their  rights.  In  fact,  upon  this 
side  of  the  ocean  as  well  as  upon  the  other,  they  have  distinguished  them- 
selves; they  have  added  fuel  to  that  little  blaze  of  liberty  that  was  kindled 
at  Plymouth  in  1620,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  continued  to 
burn  and  glow  with  great  splendor,  and  every  spark  that  has  emanated  from 
it  has  written  upon  it  that  glorious  word  Liberty.  And  when  King  George 
III.  attempted  to  impose  burdens  upon  the  descendants  of  those  noble  men 
and  women  they  resisted  his  attempts,  and  the  results  of  his  rash  act  are 
too  plainly  written  upon  the  pages  of  history  for  me  to  repeat  them  here. 
The  light  from  that  flame,  which  the  Bassetts  have  assisted  in  furnishing  fuel, 
has  been  seen  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  as  those  little  sparks 
of  liberty  have  fallen,  we  hear  the  cry  coming  up  from  those  who  are  chained 
in  fetters  of  bondage  to  some  tyrant,  crying  for  the  same  liberty  our 
ancestors  helped  to  obtain  for  us,  and  which  we  now  enjoy,  and  which  I  trust 
we  will  continue  to  enjoy  until  time  shall  be  no  more.  And  now  I  believe 
it  becomes  our  duty  one  and  all  to  assist  in  erecting  a  memorial  to  those 
noble  men  and  women,  giving  an  accurate  record  of  the  hardships  and 
dangers  which  they  had  to  endure,  and  the  fortitude  with  which  they 
endured  those  hardships  and  braved  those  dangers  in  order  that  their 
descendants  might  enjoy  American  liberty  in  its  fullest  sense.     And  when 
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we  look  upon  that  national  emblem,  let  it  be  with  pride.  And  may  we  ever 
love  it  and  honor  it  while  the  Great  Creator  of  the  universe  permits  us 
to  travel  the  labyrinth  of  this  life.  And  when  our  work  is  finished  may  it  be 
said  of  us  that  we  were  true  to  our  God,  true  to  our  country  and  true  to  our- 
selves, and  at  last  may  we  receive  the  commendation,  well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  everlasting  joy. 

ADDRESS  OF  JAY  BASSETT,  OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,   Kinsmen  of  the  Bassett  Family : 

It  is  with  a  strange  mixture  of  various  emotions  that  I  greet  )^ou  here 
to  day,  and  it  may  relieve  my  embarrassment  somewhat  to  frankly  ask  your 
pardon  for  my  long  absence  from  the  home  of  my  ancestors — it  being  nearly 
a  hundred  years  now  since  my  grandfather,  then  a  young  man,  left  this  land 
of  wooden  nutmegs,  hickory  hams  and  other  Yankee  notions,  to  make  a  home 
for  himself  in  the  wilds  of  western  New  York.  Samuel  Bassett  his  name 
was,  being  a  son  of  Daniel,  who  lived  and  died  at  Southbury,  and  who  was 
descended  from  the  early  John  of  New  Haven,  a  copy  of  whose  will  has  been 
read  here  to-day  by  Judge  Cleaveland;  his  mother,  Elizabeth,  was  a  Bassett 
also,  being  a  daughter  of  Lieutenant  John  Bassett  and  Naomi  Wooster,  a 
family  which,  according  to  revolutionary  records,  had  some  fighting  blood 
in  it,  a  trait  which  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  has  not  entirely  disappeared, 
for  some  of  the  Bassetts  I  have  known  would  stand  against  any  odds  for 
what  they  believed  to  be  right. 

Reverting  to  my  grandfather,  I  would  say  that  he  settled  upon  a  forest 
farm  in  Seneca  County,  New  York,  and  in  the  year  1810  married  Mary  Q,&y- 
wood,  the  daughter  of  John  Caywood,  a  sturdy  revolutionary  soldier  of 
Scotch  descent.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them  there,  and  in  the  year 
1832,  the  family  having  become  too  large  for  the  farm,  they  went  West  with 
the  stream  of  emigration  that  peopled  Michigan  with  a  class  of  settlers 
which  has  made  that  state  one  of  the  best  in  the  Union,  and  settled  in  the 
wilderness  about  twenty  miles  northwest  of  Detroit,  there  to  carve  a  second 
home  from  the  unbroken  forest.  The  following  year  my  grandmother  died, 
leaving,  besides  the  nine  children  mentioned  (ranging  in  age  from  three 
years  to  twenty-two),  an  infant  who  was  named  Daniel,  presumably  after 
the  grandfather  at  Southbury,  and  who  now  lives,  the  sole  survivor  of  that 
large  family,  a  prosperous  and  respected  resident  of  Birmingham,  near  his 
birthplace. 

My  father,  John  Bassett,  was  born  in  1816,  and  was  sixteen  years  old 
when  the  family  landed  in  Detroit.  Of  athletic  build,  possessed  of  an  active 
mind,  strong  determination  and  good  habits,  he  speedily  became  a  main 
spoke  in  the  wheel  of  activity  on  the  new  farm,  and  was  thus  early  deprived 
of  further  opporttmity  for  learning  in  the  schools  and  was  compelled  to  give 
up  all  hope  for  a  life  in  one  of  the  learned  professions,  so-called,  for  which 
his  desire  had  been  very  strong.  Shortly  before  reaching  his  majority  he 
was  married  to  Ervilla  Coomer,  the  daughter  of  a  neighboring  immigrant 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  soon  afterwards  was  settled  in  a  home  of 
his  own  upon  land  a  few  miles  from  the  first  settlement,  where  no  sound 
of  the  ax  except  the  surveyor's  had  been  heard;  where  there  were  no  roads 
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except  Indian  trails  and  the  occasional  track  of  a  pioneer's  cart  winding 
among  the  swamps;  where  the  wolves  howled  at  night  and  an  occasional 
Indian  showed  his  sinister  features  by  day.  There,  in  a  small  shanty  built 
of  tamarack  poles,  with  a  stick  fireplace  plastered  with  clay,  my  father  began 
life's  battle  sixty  years  ago,  and  on  the  same  farm,  but  with  surroundings 
and  conditions  vastly  changed,  he  passed  peacefully  away  two  years  ago,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

Of  his  descendants  there  are  living  nine  children,  twenty-seven  grand- 
children and  six  great-grandchildren;  four  children,  six  grandchildren  and 
two  great-grandchildren  are  dead,  making  a  total,  living  and  dead,  of  fifty- 
five. 

Of    my    father's   mental    characteristics    I    would    fain    speak    briefly. 

Although  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  an  early  education,  he  was  exceed- 
ingly fond  of  books,  especially  of  history,  philosophy  and  poetry.  He  was  a 
subscriber  to  one  newspaper,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  for  over 
fifty  five  years,  and  his  knowledge  of  commercial  transactions  in  the  world 
at  large  was  extensive  and  accurate.  In  politics  and  religion  he  was  entirely 
independent  in  thought  as  well  as  in  action,  and  no  amount  of  pressure  or 
influence  could  swerve  him  from  his  conception  of  right  and  duty.  In  busi- 
ness he  was  diligent  and  exact,  and  his  integrity  was  never  cpiestioned.  He 
was  possessed  of  executive  ability  in  a  marked  degree,  and  wherever  within 
his  sphere  work  was  to  be  done,  everyone  stood  ready  to  do  his  will. 

I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  going  at  such  length  into  matters  of 
family  history,  but  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  a  reasonably  full  report  of 
the  doings  of  my  branch  of  the  family  during  the  long  years  of  our  separa- 
tion. Had  all  the  branches  of  the  house  of  Samuel,  my  grandfather,  been  as 
prolific  as  the  one  from  which  I  spring,  this  ample  table  would  scarce  seat 
them  upon  this  festive  occasion;  but  the  "grim  reaper"  claimed  many  of 
them  in  early  life,  and  I  doubt  if  the  number  of  those  in  whose  veins  flow 
the  blood  of  that  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  who  left  these  parts  so  long 
ago  would  exceed  the  number  of  one  hundred. 

I  need  not  attempt  to  express  the  pleasure  I  feel  at  meeting  with  you 
to-day.  With  one  exception  your  faces  were  all  new  to  me  when  I  arrived 
upon  these  grounds,  but  now  I  feel  as  if  we  were  all  one  family  in  fact,  and 
as  if  we  had  known  each  other  all  our  lives.  The  family  resemblances  which 
I  see  in  the  faces  about  me  are  so  remarkable  as  at  times  to  be  almost 
startling,  and  I  feel  as  I  look  into  your  eyes  and  take  your  hands  in 
friendly  greeting,  that  there  beats  in  every  faithful  breast  a  true  Bassett 
heart. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  and  most  fervently  hope 
that  we  may  all  meet  in  a  second  family  reunion  in  the  year  1898. 

ADDRESS  OF  ABBOTT    BASSETT,  OF    BOSTON. 

The  toastmaster  called  upon  Abbott  Bassett,  of  Boston,  saying:  "Mr. 
Bassett  is  the  secretary  of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen  and 
he  will  tell  us  why  all  members  of  the  Bassett  family  should  ride 
wheels." 

Mr.  Bassett:  There  is  an  old  saying  which  tells  us  that  "one  man  can 
lead  a  horse  to  water,  but  twent)-  men  cannot  make  him  drink."       I  want  to 
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say  to  you  that  one  toastmaster  can  call  me  to  my  feet,  but  twenty  toast- 
masters  cannot  make  me  advertise  my  business. 

The  whole  world  is  just  now  divided  into  two  classes,  those  who  ride  the 
wheel  and  those  who  are  going  to.  The  lame,  the  halt  and  the  blind,  the 
babies  and  the  veterans,  are  already  mounted,  and  the  non-riders  are  now  in 
a  decided  minority.  Manifest  destiny  will  take  care  of  the  wheel  and  here  I 
am  content  to  leave  it. 

To-day  I  am  a  Bassett  among  Bassetts.  I  am  a  Bassett  "  from  crown  to 
toe.  topfull."  I  come  to  you  from  a  section  filled  with  historic  associations, 
from  Bunker  Hill,  from  Plymouth  Rock,  and  from  that  historic  field  where 
once  the  embattled  farmers  stood  and  fired  the  shot  heard  round  the  world. 
If  these  things  do  not  appeal  to  you  let  me  draw  one  more  laurel  from  the 
crown  of  Boston's  glory  and  tell  you  that  I  come  to  you  from  the  land 
of  baked  beans. 

My  line  of  ancestry  does  not  go  back  to  William  of  Plymouth,  as  does 
that  of  so  many  of  you  who  are  with  us  to-day.  The  first  of  my  kin  came 
from  Eno-land  to  Boston,  and  our  line  has  come  down  and  remained  in  Boston 
with  very  few  exceptions  to  the  present  day. 

The  Bassetts  of  our  section  are  not  what  the  world  calls  great  men. 
Their  lives  are  not  clotted  all  over  with  bold  endeavor  and  grand  achieve- 
ments, and  on  the  pages  of  history  you  will  seldom  find  their  names.  They 
are  honest  men,  good  citizens,  fond  husbands  and  devoted  parents.  They 
have  never  been  known  to  have  more  than  one  wife  and  they  have  had  no 
trouble  in  keeping  out  of  jail.  This  is  the  record  we  bring  to  you,  and  who 
can  ask  for  a  better  one? 

"  The  world  is  wide,  the  things  are  small, 
Thejr  may  be  nothing,  but  they  are  all. 
The  world  is  wide,  these  things  are  small, 
If  they  are  nothing,  what  is  there  at  all?" 

We  are  here  to-day  engaged  in  a  work  in  which  there  is  little  more 
than  sentiment.  The  practical  is  altogether  absent.  And  yet,  who  shall 
bid  us  refrain.  Every  action  is  measured  by  the  depth  of  the  sentiment 
from  which  it  proceeds.  Sentiment  is  the  parent  of  art,  of  poetry  and  of 
music,  and  it  is  the  thing  above  all  things  that  makes  life  worth  living.  We 
look  back  upon  a  long  line  of  ancestry  of  which  we  are  justly  proud.  No 
name  upon  the  roll  and  no  action  of  record  brings  the  blush  of  shame  to  our 
cheeks. 

We  see  the  great  army  of  Bassetts  growing  from  few  to  many  and 
steadily  making  its  way  adown  the  path  of  history  to  the  present  day. 

It  is  for  us  to  draw  a  lesson  from  the  past  to  aid  us  in  the  work  that 
is  before  us.  To  keep  our  name  unspotted  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  to 
emulate  the  worthy  deeds  that  have  been  done  and  to  press  forward 
to  greater  and  grander  achievements  in  the  future,  is  the  mission  we  should 
each  and  all  adopt. 

This  Association  should  and  will  be  a  grand  factor  in  the  doing  of  what 
we  all  seek  to  accomplish,  and  so,  if  I  may  be  accepted  as  the  spokesman 
for  our  section,  I  bring  you  a  message  of  good  cheer,  and  I  hope  for  this 
Association  a  long  and  useful  career  and  a  success  in  securing  good  results 
equal  to  your  fondest  hopes. 
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ADDRESS  OF  I.  AUSTIN  BASSETT,  OF  BOSTON. 

I.  Austin  Bassett  was  then  introduced,  and  said  : 

It  is  a  peculiar  sensation,  but  a  very  pleasant  one,  for  a  man  who  has 
supposed  that  there  was  no  one  of  his  name  with  whom  he  was  bound  by- 
ties  of  consanguinity,  save  alone  his  own  sons,  to  be  brought  face  to  face,  as 
he  has  to-day,  with  such  an  array  of  nephews,  nieces  and  cousins  through 
whose  veins  flow  the  blood  of  a  Bassett.  It  is  well  worth  the  effort  that 
any  of  us  has  made  to  be  here  to-day  just  to  feel  the  inspiration  of  the  occa- 
sion, to  verify  with  his  own  eyes,  ears  and  personal  association  one  fact 
long  recognized,  that  the  name  of  Bassett  was  one  that  any  man  or  woman 
may  be  proud  to  bear,  and  another,  that  those  who  bear  it  are  worthy  of 
the  name.  This  is  a  proud  and  happy  day  for  the  Bassett  family,  a  day  to 
be  noted  and  remembered,  a  day  that  our  children  and  children's  children 
shall  look  back  upon  as  they  read  the  annals  of  the  family,  already  gathered, 
with  so  much  of  painstaking  and  careful  research,  and  hereafter  to  be  pre- 
sented in  such  form  as  shall  give  them  historic  value,  with  gratitude  and 
satisfaction. 

The  labor  of  love  and  interest  that  has  resulted  in  bringing  us  together 
to-day  upon  this  delightful  occasion  demands  our  recognition  and  prc- 
foundest  gratitude.  The  interesting  and  valuable  paper  to  which  we  have 
just  listened  reveals  much  to  make  our  hearts  beat  quicker  and  glow  with 
ardent  pride,  and  emulate  the  virtuous  lives  and  patriotic  deeds  of  our 
ancestors.  How  much  more  of  value  may  be  discovered  through  the  agency 
of  such  an  association  as  has  been  formed  to-day;  and  as  we  meet  from  year 
to  year  in  reunion  and  gather  up  the  many  items  of  historic  value,  of  inci- 
dent and  of  story,  we  shall  look  forward  to  each  occasion  with  delightful 
anticipation.  We  have  to-day  formed  an  organization,  and  endowed  it  with 
life,  officers  have  been  selected  and  the  machinery  is  in  running  order. 
Before  many  months  the  question  will  arise,  where  shall  we  observe  our  first 
anniversary,  our  first  birthday  ?  Let  me  suggest  that  we  make  a  pilgrimage 
to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and  there,  on  the  historic  rock,  our  eyes  look- 
ing out  upon  the  beautiful  bay  beneath  whose  blue  waters  the  anchor  of  the 
good  ship  Fortune  made  the  plunge,  holding  fast  to  the  shores  of  the  new- 
world,  celebrate  the  landing  of  our  Pilgrim  Father.  Dear  as  is  the  rock 
on  Plymouth's  shore  to  every  child  of  Massachusetts,  equally  precious  are 
its  hallowed  associations  to  every  son  and  daughter  of  Connecticut,  New 
England,  our  common  country.  May  we  not  separate  at  the  close  of  this 
day  with  hearts  looking  forward  to  the  delightful  anticipation  of  continuing 
newly  discovered  relations  and  forming  new  acquaintances  at  the  close  of 
a  fleeting  year  upon  the  shores  of  Plymouth  Bay  ? 

ADDRESS   OF  A.  L.  BASSETT,  OF   CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  was  with  more  curiosity  than  anything  else  that  brought  me  to  this 
reunion,  never  having  met  any  of  our  class  except  our  worthy  President, 
who  had  told  me  of  the  beauties  of  New  Haven  and  its  surrounding  towns, 
together  with   the  hospitality  that   would  be  extended  on   every   hand.     I 
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must  say  ray  anticipations  have  been  more  than  realized;  this  one  meeting- 
has  amply  repaid  me  for  coming  all  the  way  from  Ohio  to  attend,  and 
created  a  desire  to  meet  my  fellow  kinsman  at  a  reunion  again  in  1898. 

ADDRESS    OF    JUDGE    WILLIAM    G.    BASSETT,   OF    NORTH- 
AMPTON,   MASS. 

William  G.  Bassett,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  comes  back  to  his  native 
country,  where  his  ancestors  are  buried,  after  thirty  years  of  absence,  to 
break  bread  with  the  family.  After  seeing  the  assembled  Bassetts,  and 
hearing  from  them,  and  about  them  and  their  progenitors,  he  feels  as  did 
the  Queen  of  Sheba,  when  she  paid  her  famous  visit,  with  great  anticipation, 
to  King  Solomon,  and  was  led  to  exclaim  that  half  had  not  been  told  her. 
A  gentleman  and  his  wife  were  traveling  in  England,  and  in  pleasantry 
agreed  to  test  which  was  the  better  name,  the  excellent  name  she  had  sur- 
rendered, or  his  name  of  Bassett,  which  she  had  taken;  whether  she  had 
gained  or  lost  in  exchanging  names.  The  test  was  to  be  the  place  where 
the  name  was  found  and  the  attending  circumstances.  Her  family  name 
was  found  on  the  sign  of  an  inn,  which  she  claimed,  without  knowing  any- 
thing of  the  proprietor,  indicated  that  he  was  at  least  given  to  the  virtue  of 
hospitality,  and  that  it  spoke  well  for  the  name.  But  they  found  his  name 
on  a  slab  in  Westminster  Abbey.  This  incident  was  not  referred  to  as  a 
text  for  a  funeral  sermon,  but  because  it  indicated,  not  what  the  Bassetts 
think  of  themselves,  but  a  far  more  important  fact,  found  on  examination 
to  be  a  well  established  fact,  the  estimation  in  which  they  are  held  by 
others,  for  this  man  could  have  taken  small  part  himself  in  his  admis- 
sion into  that  silent,  exclusive  assembly,  whose  heroes  rest  with  kings. 
It  indicated  that  in  the  splendid  march  of  English  civilization  the  Bassetts 
had  kept  pace  with  the  leaders  of  the  march,  and  that  the  fact  is  recog- 
nized. It  has  been  asked  if  other  reunions  of  the  Bassett  family  were  to 
be  held  in  succeeding  years,  whether  they  would  probably  be  as  successful 
as  this  one.  There  would  seem  to  be  no  reasonable  doubt  of  it.  The  loyal 
Bassetts  would  respond  to  the  call  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  They 
could  not  help  responding,  like  the  spinster  on  Cape  Cod,  who  had  eaten 
clams  till  her  stomach  rose  and  fell  with  the  tide,  and  could  not  help  doing 
so.  Sympathy  with  the  objects  of  meeting  and  mingling  was  so  natural  and 
necessary,  and  the  pleasures  to  be  anticipated  arising  from  the  memory  of 
the  pleasures  of  this  meeting  were  so  great,  that  one  must  respond  to  a  call 
to  meet  again. 

ADDRESS  OF  SHELDON  B.  THORPE. 

My  feelings  upon  this  occasion  are  akin  to  those  of  the  Irishman  who, 
rising  to  address  a  political  meeting,  said,  "  I'm  glad  to  be  wid  ye  !  I'm  one 
ov  yez  !  It's  always  been  me  regret  I  wasn't  born  in  me  native  country 
instid  ov  the  north  of  Ireland."  So,  perhaps,  I  may  say  I  am  one  of  you,  and 
that  I  regret  not  having  been  born  a  Bassett  rather  than  a  Thorpe,  partic- 
ularly as  I  appear  to  have  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the  former  family, 
namely,  a  large  nose  and  a  small  pocketbook. 

One  cannot  hope  in  the  brief  space  of  five  minutes  to  communicate  much 
wisdom  or  genealogy,  and   I  do  not  make  the  attempt.     As  a  New  England 


man  and  a  "half  Bassett,"  I  wish  to  add  simply  my  welcome  to  this  large 
assembly.  Verily,  the  "little  leaven  "  of  John,  Robert  and  William  Bassett, 
of  New  Haven  Colony,  together  with  their  Massachusetts  "cousins,"  has 
leavened  a  large  lump,  judging  from  present  appearances. 

William  Bassett,  of  New  Haven  Colony,  was  the  junior  of  the  three  just 
named.  He  does  not  appear  until  1642,  but  when  he  does  come  all  the  people 
know  it,  for  he,  with  others,  was  brought  before  the  magistrates  and  fined 
for  "firing  foole  gunns."  I  suppose  from  this  indictment  that  he  discharged 
his  musket  without  cause  or  at  an  unseasonable  time,  which  alarmed  the 
fathers.  (Perhaps,  like  some  modern  descendants  of  other  families,  he  didn't 
know  it  was  loaded.) 

William  took  the  "Oath  of  Fidelity"  in  1644,  and  married  the  widow  of 
William  Ives,  the  colonist,  Nov.  7th,  1648.  By  this  union  he  came  in  posses- 
sion of  a  ready-made  family,  Mrs.  Ives  having  four  children  as  her  dower 
from  her  former  lord.  This  good  dame,  to  remove  any  charge  of  partiality, 
also  presented  Mr.  Bassett  with  four  children — two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  latter  went  into  the  Parker  and  Lines  families.  The  sons  were 
John  and  Samuel.  They  passed  beyond  the  city  boundaries,  first  into 
Hamden,  and  then  to  North  Haven.  So  far  as  known,  all  of  the  name 
in  these  two  towns  descend  from  these  ancestors.  Thence  they  spread 
north  and  northwest  and  have  large  representation  in  Litchfield  county, 
the  vStates  of  New  York,  Indiana,  Massachusetts,  and  other  States  have  their 
quotas. 

I  shall  confine  myself  solely  to  William  Bassett,  being  in  his  line. 
There  was  nothing  phenomenal  about  him  that  I  can  discover  unless  it  was 
his  hardihood  in  marrying,  and  his  ability  to  get  into  considerable  trouble 
with  the  authorities.  William  was  frequently  summoned  before  the  magis- 
trates, not  for  deeds  criminal,  but  for  deeds  negligent.  That  "  foole  gunne  " 
of  his  gave  him  a  world  of  trouble.  In  1644,  according  to  the  court  records, 
he  was  fined  for  "coming  late  with  it  on  Lord's  Day."  In  1646  he  was  fined 
because  it  had  "defects  "in  it.  In  1648  he  was  fined  because  he  did  not 
"  bear  it  to  meeting,"  and  the  same  year  fined  again  because  he  did.  He 
was  "complayned  off"  for  absence  from  "Generalle  Trayninge,"  but  as  he 
explained  that  it  was  a  wet  summer  and  he  had  "divers  hay"  in  danger,  he 
felt  moved  to  harvest  it.  This  appeal  cleared  him.  Then  he  was  appre- 
hended for  absence  from  two  "Generalle  Courts."  He  told  them  that  the 
first  time  he  was  "keeping  cowes,"  and  the  second  time  was  "keeping  his 
wife,"  who  was  sick.  These  excuses  forced  the  wise  old  heads  to  be  lenient 
with  him,  and  he  was  told  in  substance  not  to  let  it  happen  again,  but  having 
forgiven  him  on  four  charges,  their  dignity  was  in  such  danger  of  disesteem 
that  they  evidently  watched  for  an  opportunity  to  repair  their  lack  of  judg- 
ment. It  came  in  1649,  when  he  was  brought  before  them  for  "comeing  late 
to  his  watch,"  and  they  gave  him  the  full  penalty  of  the  law. 

This  was  the  last  appearance  of  our  ancestor  at  the  bar.  His  own  family 
was  coming  upon  the  stage  and  thenceforward  he  seems  to  have  settled 
down  a  pliant  citizen. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  this  record  does  not  exploit  William  above  all 
others  in  the  colony,  nor  place  him  along  just  the  line  some  families  are 
wont  to  assume  for  their  ancestors,  but  I  would  rather  start  the  Bassetts  on 
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a  foundation  of  Truth  than  on  a  foundation  of  Fiction.  William  Bassett  was 
just  a  plain,  common  man  !  He  was  neither  better  nor  worse  than  the  aver- 
age of  his  colonial  associates  and  neighbors.  Our  colonists  were  not  fault- 
less, neither  are  we.  It  appears  fully  as  creditable  to  start  from  a  humble 
origin  and  rise  to  the  high  level  the  Bassett  family  occupies  to-day,  as  to 
begin  high,  as  sometime  happens  to  other  clans,  and  fall  from  that  elevation. 
Could  we  really  get  behind  the  record  of  most  of  our  ancestors  in  the  Old 
World  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  we  should  endorse  with- 
out hesitation  the  conclusion  reached  by  one  who  was  searching  his  pedi- 
gree. "  I  suppose,"  said  his  questioner,  "  I  suppose  in  going  back,  the  farther 
you  went  the  harder  it  got!"  "Yes!"  was  the  reply,  "and  the  farther  I 
went,  the  harder  my  ancestors  got." 

It  is  thus  that  William  Bassett  is  presented  to  you  to-day.  So  far  as 
I  have  come  in  contact  with  his  descendants  they  have  proved  singularly 
frank,  open-hearted  and  truthful.  No  one  has  claimed  their  forbears  owned 
houses  Washington  slept  in,  or  that  their  great-grandmothers  ever  danced 
with  Lafayette.  I  have  not  been  shown  any  "  Mayflower  chests,"  or  handled 
any  swords  carried  at  Bunker  Hill,  but  I  have  found  on  all  sides  men  and 
women  of  bone  and  muscle  who  have  helped  build  up  this  country — who 
helped  make  it  free  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  helped  add  to  its 
freedom  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  I  find  them  in  all  places  of  public 
trust  standing  with  both  feet  square  on  the  ground.  I  find  them  home- 
loving,  man-loving,  country-loving.  They  fear  God  and  hate  the  devil. 
So,  then,  I  am  sure  that  we  are  accomplishing  our  mission  in  the  world 
and  that  it  may  be  said  of  us,  as  it  was  of  the  old  Scotch  McGregor,  that 
wherever  a  Bassett  sits  is  the  "  head  of  the  table." 


ADDRESS   OF   JUDGE    LIVINGSTON   W.   CLEAVELAND. 

It  is  not  long  since  I  first  became  especially  interested  in  genealogy,  yet 
I  am  already  somewhat  alarmed  as  to  its  possibilities.  A  simple  computa- 
tion made  in  the  cars  this  morning,  in  passing  through  Seymour  and  Derby 
(the  land  of  the  Bassetts),  will  easily  show  you  why. ancestry  is  a  dangerous 
study.  I  have  been  told  that  going  back  as  far  as  the  settlement  of  this 
country  (about  eight  generations)  would  give  each  of  us,  barring  intermar- 
riages, sixty-four  direct  ancestors  of  different  families  and  names.  My  cal- 
culation shows  that  these  figures  should  be  doubled.  In  other  words,  I  find 
that  I  must  belong  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  different  families  no 
further  back  than  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Now  just 
imagine  the  result  if  each  of  these  families  should  annually  have  a 
reunion  ! 

This  leads  me  to  wonder  why  one  who  makes  no  pretensions  as  a  public 
speaker,  who  does  not  bear  the  honorable  Bassett  name,  and  who  before 
reaching  a  direct  ancestor  named  Bassett,  must  follow  back  the  ancestral 
line  for  several  generations,  should  be  honored  by  being  called  upon  to 
speak  on  this  occasion.  I  think,  however,  there  is  a  plausible  explanation. 
Those  who  have  preceded  me  have  told  you  much  of  the  lives  of  the  Bas- 
setts. Perhaps  I  have  been  called  on  because,  for  the  time  being,  I  am  cus- 
todian of  their  wills. 
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Volume  One  of  the  Probate  Records  for  the  District  of  New  Haven  is 
almost  as  ancient  as  New  Haven  itself.  These  early  records  began  in  1647, 
and  on  the  fifty-second  page  of  this  earliest  volume,  under  date  of  February 
17,  1652,  I  find  the  will  of  John  Bassett,  the  sturdy  New  Haven  settler. 
(Reads  will.) 

Our  records  show  that  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  New  Haven,  Bas- 
setts  have  been  owners  of  property.  Even  in  the  first  century  after  the  set- 
tlement of  New  Haven  nearly  twenty  Bassetts  are  enrolled  on  the  records 
of  our  Probate  Court,  and  our  general  indices  show  more  than  two  hundred 
entries  of  Bassett  estates  down  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Bassetts  in  New  Haven  from  the  earliest  times  have 
been  honorable  and  influential — a  family  to  which  any  one  may  well  feel 
proud  to  belong — and  it  is  no  wonder  that  in  the  enthusiasm  of  this  hour 
one  of  our  number,  who  prides  himself  on  the  name  of  Thorpe,  himself  a 
genealogist  and  author  of  no  mean  ability,  should  with  commendable  diplo- 
macy take  occasion  to  deplore  the  fact  that  he  was  not  a  Bassett  by  name  as 
well  as  by  blood.  The  ease  with  which  he  adapts  himself  to  the  occasion 
reminds  me  of  the  story  of  the  young  lady  being  examined  for  a  position  as 
a  school  teacher  by  the  Board  of  Education.  Asked  whether  the  world  was 
round  or  flat,  she  replied,  "Well,  that  depends;  some  likes  it  round  and  some 
likes  it  flat.     I  teach  it  both  ways." 

In  conclusion,  I  am  very  glad  to  have  been  with  you  to-day,  and  thank 
you  for  the  courtesy  of  your  attention.  May  the  fame  of  the  Bassett  name 
never  disappoint  the  highest  aim  ! 

This  letter  explains  the  reason  for  the  omission  of  the  Rev.  Wayland  G. 
Bassett's  address. 

212  Bryant  Avenue,  Syracuse,  New  York,  Dec.  27,  1897. 

Mr.  Frank  G.  Bassett: 

Dear  Sir: — Your  card  to  my  brother  was  received  in  due  time,  and  I 
intended  to  reply  to  it  at  once,  but  my  brother  thought  he  might  be  able  in 
a  few  days  to  dictate  a  reply  himself.  After  sta3*ing  with  me  nearly  four 
weeks  he  was  taken  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  in  Syracuse.  After  staying 
there  nearly  four  weeks,  they  decided  he  could  not  live,  and  they  were 
afraid  of  brain  trouble.  The  27th  of  November  we  brought  him  here,  pro- 
cured a  good  nurse,  employed  another  physician,  as  we  did  not  intend  to 
give  up  without  a  struggle.  At  the  present  time  his  symptoms  are  all 
better.  He  still  remains  very  weak  and  helpless,  but  we  think  he  is  some 
stronger  and  will  soon  be  fully  restored.     Very  respectfully  yours, 

Mrs.   N.  R.  Bassett  Cole. 
Sister  of  the  Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett. 

In  accordance  with  the  votes  passed  at  the  reunion,  the  following  cir- 
cular was  issued: 

Seymour,  Conn. 
My  Dear  Kinsmen  : 

At  the  reunion  of  the  Bassett  family  at  West  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  9, 
1897,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 


Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  for  membership  and  dues  in  the 
Bassett  Family  Association  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  (50c.)  annually. 

The  object  of  the  above  resolution  is  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  printing  the  report  of  the  reunion,  postage  and  station- 
ery, etc. 

If  you  desire  to  be  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  Association  please  remit 
at  once,  by  postal  order,  giving  your  name  and  address  in  full.  Each  one 
sending  the  fifty  cents  and  applying  for  membership  will  receive  in  return 
one  copy  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  our  reunion,  which  contains  the 
names  of  those  present  at  the  reunion,  also  the  addresses  of  the  following 
gentlemen  : 

Address  of  welcome,  by  Mr.  William  S.  Downs,  Chairman  of  the  Reunion 
Committee,  of  Derby,  Conn. 

Historical  address,  by  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  Conn. 

Address,  by  Mr.  Jay  Bassett,  of  Detroit,  Mich. 

Address,  by  Mr.  Abbott  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Address,  by  Mr.  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Address,  by  Judge  William  G.  Bassett,  of  Northampton,  Mass. 

Address,  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Bassett,  of  Cleveland.,  Ohio. 

Address,  by  Mr.  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  of  North  Haven,  Conn. 

Address,  by  Judge  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Address,  by  Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

All  Bassetts  and  descendants  of  Bassetts  are  eligible  to  membership 
in  the  Association;  also  those  who  have  married  a  Bassett. 

The  report  will  contain  many  interesting  facts  appertaining  to  the 
family  which  will  interest  all  by  the  name  of  Bassett,  and  also  those  who 
have  descended  from  the  Bassetts. 

Our  reunion  was  a  grand  success;  now  let  us  make  the  Association 
a  greater  success  by  making  it  the  largest  family  association  in  America. 

If  you  know  of  a  Bassett  or  a  descendant  of  a  Bassett  who  did  not 
receive  one  of  these  circulars,  please  show  them  yours  and  invite  thetn 
to  make  application  for  membership  in  the  Association,  and  also  have  them 
send  me  their  record  as  far  back  as  possible  for  the  history  of  the  family, 
giving  names,  and  dates  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  ;  also  all  facts 
appertaining  to  the  family  that  would  be  of  interest. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Frank  G.  Bassett, 
Secretary  and  Historian  of  the  Bassett  Family  Association. 


I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  the  foregoing  reports  of  our  organi- 
zation and  reunion,  to  the  members  of  the   Bassett  Family  Association   of 

America. 

Respectfully, 

Frank  G.  Bassett, 

Secretary. 
Seymour,  Conn.,  February  1st,  1898. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 


The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  The  Bassett  Family  Association 
of  America. 

Article  II. 

The  object  of  this  Association  is  to  bring  the  members  of  this  widely 
scattered  family  into  closer  fellowship  by  holding  annual  reunions,  and  also 
to  assist  in  compiling  and  publishing  a  complete  history  of  the  family. 

Article  III. 

Any  person  who  is  connected,  either  by  birth  or  marriage,  with  the 
Bassett  Family  in  America,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Association  by 
the  payment  of  the  annual  membership  fee. 

Article  IV. 

Section  i.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
Vice-Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Historian  and  Chaplain,  who  shall  be 
elected  at  the  annual  reunion  of  each  year,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  elected  in  their  stead.  They  shall  together  constitute  an 
Executive  Board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  appoint  all  committees  and  fill 
all  vacancies  in  office. 

Sec  2.  The  standing  committees  shall  consist  of  a  Reunion  Committee, 
an  Historical  Committee  and  an  Auditing  Committee,  which  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Board. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
officers  and  standing  committees,  which  shall  transact  the  business  of  the 
Association. 

Article  V. 

Section  i.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Association,  to  appoint  the  standing  committees,  to  countersign 
all  drafts  upon  the  Treasurer,  to  call  special  meetings,  and  have  a  general 
supervision  over  the  affairs  of  the  Association. 

Sec  2.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  President  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  and  in  his  absence  shall  assume  his  duties  and  prerogatives. 

Sec  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  the  minutes  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Association,  Executive  Board  and  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  to  record  the  same  in  the  Association's  books  provided  for  that 
purpose,  to  conduct  the  correspondence,  and  to  collect  all  money  due  the 
Association  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 
He  shall,  previous  to  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Association,  prepare  and 
submit  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  a  detailed  account  of  his 
receipts  during  the  year,  which  account,  duly  audited,  he  shall  present  to 
the  Association  at  its  annual  reunion.  He  shall  perform  all  other  duties 
usually  pertaining  to  his  office. 


Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  funds  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  shall  disburse  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  All  orders  on  the  Treasurer  must  be  signed  by  the  President 
and  Secretary.  He  shall,  previous  to  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Associa- 
tion, prepare  and  submit  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  a  detailed 
account  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  during  the  year,  which  annual 
account,  duly  audited,  he  shall  present  to  the  Association  at  its  annual 
reunion. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Historian  to  collect  data  of  the 
family  and  at  each  reunion  to  give  a  brief  account  of  his  work. 

Sec  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chaplain  to  invoke  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  our  family  reunions. 

Sec.  7.  The  Reunion  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  members.  They 
shall  arrange  for  the  reunions,  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  sub-com- 
mittees to  assist  them,  to  consist  of  as  many  members  as  they  may  deem 
advisable,  which  they  may  remove  at  pleasure. 

Sec  8.  The  Historical  Committee  shall  consist  of  one  member,  when 
possible,  from  each  State  and  Territory  in  America.  The  duty  of  its 
members  shall  be  to  assist  the  Historian  in  his  work  of  gathering  facts 
for  the  history  of  the  family.  They  may  call  meetings  of  the  family  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  correct 
history  of  the  families  residing  therein. 

Sec  9.  The  Auditing  Committee  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  and  report  their  finding  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Article  VI. 

The  annual  reunion  of  this  Association  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
place  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Association. 

Article  VII. 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the 
members  present  at  any  annual  reunion  of  the  Association;  provided,  that 
all  such  amendments  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  at  least  thirty  days 
prior  to  such  annual  reunion. 


BY-LAWS. 

Article   I. 

There   shall  be  paid  for  membership  and  dues  in  the  Association  the 
sum  of  fifty  (50)  cents  annually. 

Article  II. 

Five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 
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NAMES   OF   THOSE    PRESENT 

September  9,  1 

William  J.  Tuttle, 

Mary  A.  Tuttle,      - 

Julia  L.  Andrews, 

Eveline  M.  Andrews, 

Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mitchell, 

Lulu  R.  Mitchell, 

Mrs.  Henry  L.  Brown, 

Miss  Emma  A.  Tucker,    - 

Susan  B.  Gunn, 

Mary  J.   Brown,   - 

Fannie  Bdwell, 

William  S.  Healy  and  wife, 

Joseph  M.  Bassett, 

George  G.  Bassett, 

Samuel  E.  Bassett, 

Frank  E.  Bassett,    - 

Mrs.  Julia  P.  Bassett, 

Mrs.  Juliatta  Bassett, 

William  W.  Clemence, 

Mary  Bassett  Clemence, 

Lois  Bassett  Coe, 

Francis  H.  Bassett  and  wife, 

Helen  H.  Bassett, 

Samuel  Bassett  and  wife, 

Emily  M.  Bassett, 

Merton  W.  Bassett, 

L.  Peet  Tuttle, 

Edwin  J.  Clinton  and  wife, 

R.  Emerson  Bassett, 

Rodney  S.  Bassett, 

Ellis  A.  Bassett, 

Harry  O.  Andrews, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Red  field, 

Thomas  A.  Bassett, 

John  H.  P.  Bassett, 

Mrs.  John  E.  Bassett, 

Annie  L.  Bassett, 

Sarah  Isabelle  Bassett, 

George  J.  Bassett, 

Calvin  F.  Bassett,    - 

M.  E.  Terrell,    - 

Ida  A.  Bassett  Terrell, 

Ruth  Bassett  Terrell, 

Annie  L.  Terrell,     - 

Miss  Lillie  M.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  B.  Tucker,     - 


AT    THE    REUNION, 

897. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
<<  i>  t< 

Bran  ford,  Conn. 
New  York  City,  N.  V. 

a  a  a  << 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


East  Hartford,  Conn. 

Shelton,  Conn. 

Asbury  Park,  N.  J. 

Salem,  N.  J. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

New  Britian,  Conn. 

West  Haven,  Conn. 

Ansonia,  Conn. 

Terrvville,  Conn. 


Bridgeport,  Conn. 

New  Britain,  Conn. 

Bristol,  Conn. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

North  Haven,  Conn. 

Clintonville,  Conn. 

vSyracuse,  N.  Y. 

-    Bridgeport,  Conn. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Branford,  Conn. 

Clintonville,  Conn. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


Derby,  Conn. 
Plainville,  Conn. 
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Miss  Maria  E.  Bassette, 

Mr.  and   Mrs.  A.  L.  Bassett, 

Mary  M.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  C.  Loom  is, 

Marcus  J.  Bassett,    - 

John  L.  Bassett, 

Mary  R.  Bassett,      - 

Susan  A.  Bassett, 

Lizzie  M.  Bassett,  Hawley, 

William  M.  Hastings,    - 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Bassett, 

Charles  F.  Bassett, 

Mary  E.  Bassett  Wooster, 

Henry  W.  Bassett, 

Mary  E.  Bassett, 

Harry  U.  Bassett,    - 

Mrs.  Lilian  Bassett, 

John  A.  Andrews,    - 

E.  R.  Davis,         - 

Edward  F.  Bassett, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bassett  Bradley, 

James  Bull  Bassett, 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Burnham, 

Mrs.  Emily  G.  Clemons,     '- 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Bassett, 

Mrs.  Mary  Deane  Bassett  Hutchins, 

Nelson  B.  Bassett, 

Philo  L.  Bassett  and  wife, 

Judge  William  G.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  I.  Bassett, 

William  Manning  Bassett, 

I.  Austin  Bassett, 

Lydia  B.  Newcomb, 

Ella  M.  Stanley,  Sou 

Edward  C.  Stanley,  " 

Stephen  Bassett,  Jr., 

Judge  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland, 

William  R.  Mulford, 

Fred  B.  Bassett, 

Alonzo  M.  Case, 

Edward  L.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickerman  M.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joel  E.  Bassett, 

Master  Harold  S.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  F.  Bassett,     - 

H.  B.  Bassett,      - 

Abbott  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  W.  Bassett,    - 


Watertown,  Conn. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Wallingford,  Conn. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

(<  it  a 

Taunton,  Mass. 


u 

a 

it 

New  York  City 

,  N.  V 

-     MUford, 

Conn 

New  Haven, 

Conn, 

U                             (( 

&£ 

Derby, 

Conn 

it 

<( 

Hartford, 

Conn 

Bran  ford, 

Conn 

Seymour, 

Conn 

(i 

(< 

Derby,  Conn. 


-    Putnam, 

Conn 

Shelton, 

Conn 

Swarthmore, 

Penn 

Keene, 

N.  H 

Hartford, 

Conn 

Shelton, 

Conn 

Northampton, 

Mass 

Boston, 

Mass 

New  Haven,  Conn, 
th   Manchester,  Conn. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

it  a  u 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Derby,  Conn. 

North  Haven,  Conn. 


-  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Huntington,  Conn. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Saline,  Mich. 
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Miss  Rose  E.  White, 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Townsend, 

Mrs.  Wilfred  Straw, 

Mrs.  Alice  J.  Bassett  Healey, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  W.  Bassett, 

John  W.  Bassett, 

Charles  H.  Bassett, 

Fred  E.  Bassett, 

Mrs.  Hattie  E.  Burr, 

Miss  Katie  C.  Bassett, 

Robert  Healey, 

Samuel  B.  Bassett, 

Herbert  H.  Bassett, 

Rev.  Wayland   G.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Brown, 

Mrs.  Joel  E.  Hough, 

Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  Hotchkiss,    - 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Kellogg, 

Miss  Henrietta  Bassette, 

Mrs.  Alice  M.  K.  Mattoon, 

Mrs.  Jennie  A.  Bassett  Belden, 

Capt.  Andrew  J.  Bassett  and  wife, 

Mrs.  Emma  Rad cliff e, 

Alice  E.  May, 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Carpenter, 

Mrs.  Alice  M.  Hough, 

Fred  H.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  S.  Downs.    - 

Mrs.  Julia  Bassett  Augur, 

Mrs.  Mary  Bassett  Augur, 

Herbert  Bassett  Augur, 

Miss  Julia  F.  Bassett, 

Sannie  S.  Bassett, 

Mollie  A.  Bassett,      - 

Allison  N.  Clark, 

Harriet  S.  Clark, 

Charles  R.  Clark, 

Jessie  Clark, 

Mrs.  Rosalie  S.  Nichols, 

Mrs.  Carrie  S.  Nichols, 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,     - 

Arthur  H.  Bassett, 

Marshall  L.  Bassett  and  wife, 

Anna  A.  Bassett, 

Hattie  L.  Bassett, 
V  Charles  N.  Downs  and  wife, 
^    Mrs.  Julia  D.  Brown, 

Aaron  Bassett, 


Waterbury,  Conn. 


Seymour,  Conn. 
vSandy  Hook,  Conn. 

Seymour,  Conn. 

Winsted,  Conn. 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J. 
Huntington,  Conn. 

Seymour,  Conn. 
New  Britain.  Conn. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Green  Island,  N.  Y. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Wallingford,  Conn. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Watertown,  Conn. 


Mathuen,  Mass. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Derby,  Conn. 

it  a 

Waterbury,  Conn. 


Derby,  Conn. 
Hartford,  Conn. 


Blencoe,  Iowa. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 


Plainville,  Conn. 


Nichols,  Conn. 

«  a 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Barre,  Mass. 

West  Haven,  Conn. 


Derby,  Conn. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Clintonville,  Conn. 
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Edith  V.  Abbott,  Middlebury,  Conn. 

Edwin  W.  Bassett  and  wife,  -                New  Haven,  Conn. 

Edwin  H.  Bassett,          -  " 
Jennie  L.  Bassett  Wright, 

Harriet  M.  Bailey,          -             -  -     North  Haven,  Conn. 

Jay  Bassett,                -             -  -           Detroit,  Mich. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett  and  wife,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Louise  Bassett  Umberfiekl,  -                     "           "            " 

Frank  G.  Bassett  and  wife,      -  Seymour,  Conn. 

Samuel  A.  Bassett  and  wife,  -  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Mitchell,              -  Seymour,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Martha  G.  Divine,       -  "               " 
Mrs.  Samuel  L.  G.  Bassett, 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Clark,              -  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Levi  Stewart  and  wife,              -  Seymour,  Conn. 

C.  B.  Wooster  and  wife,       -  -         Ansonia,  Conn. 

Charles  E.  P.  Sanford  and  wife,  -         New  Haven,  Conn. 

There    was  quite  a  number  of  the  family  present    who    did   not    sign 
the  roll. 


PRESS    NOTICES. 
THE    BASSETT    MEET. 

HAPPY    REUNION    OF    THE    FAMILY    AT    SAVIN    ROCK SEYERAL    SPEECHES     DELIVERED 

MANY    NEW    HAVENERS    AMONG    THOSE    WHO    WERE    PRESENT. 

\New  Haven  Daily   Palladium,  Friday,   September  10,  1897.] 

There  are  2,000  families  of  Bassetts  in  the  United  States.  Represent- 
atives of  250  of  these  families  gathered  at  Hills'  Homestead,  Savin  Rock, 
yesterday  at  12  o'clock,  to  eat  a  family  dinner  and  enjoy  their  first  reunion 
as  a  family.  There  were  large  Bassetts  and  small  Bassetts;  male  Bassetts 
and  female  Bassetts  ;  Bassetts  young,  middle  aged  and  old;  Bassetts  from 
east,  west,  north  and  south;  Bassetts  who  spelled  their  name  with  a  final 
"  e,"  and  Bassetts  who  omitted  one  "  t,"  and  lots  of  other  Bassetts,  all  enjoy- 
ing the  sublime  satisfaction  that  they  were  Bassetts,  that  they  were  with 
Bassetts  and  that  there  were  so  many  of  them. 

And  well  may  every  bearer  of  the  name  be  pleased,  for  it  is  a  big  and 
good  family  with  plenty  of  illustrious  members,  and  any  number  of 
splendid  family  traits  which  don't  seem  to  run  out  with  time,  but  are 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another,  losing  none  of  their  strength. 
"  Are  you  a  Bassett  ?  "  was  a  query  heard  on  all  sides,  and  you  were  entirely 
out  of  it  if  you  weren't.  It  was  something  of  a  saving  grace  if  you  could 
claim  an  entrance-in-law  into  the  family,  as  many  of  those  present  could, 
and  in  fact  the  Bassetts  by  marriage  were  just  as  much  thought  of  as  the 
Bassetts  by  reality. 
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Some  one  would  call,  "  Mr.  Bassett,"  and  anywhere  from  fifty  to  a  hun- 
dred men  would  rise,  so  you  had  to  be  particular  in  your  address  of  a  man 
to  give  him  his  given  as  well  as  inherited  name.  Even  then  there  were 
liable  to  be  cases  of  mistaken  indentity,  for  in  an}-  great  family  there  must 
be  more  or  less  Johns  and  Williams. 

Each  member  of  the  family  wore  a  distinguishing  badge  of  white  satin, 
with  a  crest  and  coat  of  arms  in  blue.  The  crest  consists  of  a  stag's  head, 
surmounted  by  a  dagger  with  a  cross  hilt,  which  to  the  close  student  of 
heraldry  would  give  the  impression  that  at  some  time  the  family  had  been 
connected  with  the  Crusades. 

The  coat  of  arms  is  a  chevronazure  on  shield  argent  charged  with  three 
hunting  horns  of  the  same. 

The  motto,  in  Welsh,  inscribed  on  a  scroll,  below  the  coat  of  arms, 
"  Gwell  Angau,  no  Chywilydd,"  translated  reads,  "  Death  before  Dishonor." 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  consisting  of  W.  S.  Downs,  of  Derby  ; 
George  Bassett,  of  New  Haven,  and  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  were 
more  than  satisfied  with  the  generous  responses  to  their  call  for  a  meeting, 
and  feel  that  the  labor  they  have  expended  in  the  formation  of  the  Bassett 
Association  has  been  repaid  many  fold. 

The  idea  of  forming  the  association  only  reached  definite  form  some 
time  last  June,  yet  members  were  present  from  States  as  far  distant  as  Iowa, 
Ohio  and  Michigan. 

The  first  number  on  the  program  after  the  members  assembled  on  the 
broad  piazza  and  beautifully  kept  lawn  of  the  hospitable  Homestead  was 
the  serving  of  dinner.  For  this  205  covers  were  laid.  The  tent-like 
enclosure  on  the  lawn,  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can visitors,  was  again  pressed  into  service,  and  long  tables,  decorated  with 
gay  garden  flowers,  were  laid  beneath  the  canopy,  while  others  were  placed 
on  the  piazza.  And  there,  in  the  open  air,  with  the  sun  flittering  down 
through  the  trees  and  casting  bright  golden  shadows  across  the  dark  sward, 
with  a  fresh  cool  breeze  stealing  in  from  the  sea,  and  the  music  of  the  water 
lapping  the  shore  as  one  wave  followed  another  landward,  there  was  served 
a  dinner  to  rejoice  the  jaded  palate  of  a  sultan.  All  the  sea  food  was  sup- 
plemented by  turkey  and  other  meats  and  topped  off  by  luscious  water- 
melon. It  was  about  2.30.  p.  m.  when  the  tables  were  cleared  and  the  sides 
of  the  tent  rolled  up,  and  the  people  grouped  themselves  at  the  further  end 
of  the  lawn  for  a  business  meeting  and  the  speeches. 

Mr.  Dickerman  M.  Bassett,  of  Derby,  president  of  the  Association, 
presided 

It  was  decided  to  let  the  present  officers  stand  for  the  coming  year,  as 
follows: 

President,  Dickerman  M.  Bassett,  of  Derby. 

Vice-Presidents,  Samuel  A.  Bassett,  of  New  Haven;  S.  Bassett,  of  New 
Britain;  Arthur  H.  Bassett,  of  Barre,  Mass.;  A.  L.  Bassett,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  W.  D.  Bassett,  of  Blencoe,  Iowa,  and  S.  B.  Thorpe,  North  Haven. 

Secretary  and  Historian,  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  and  Treasurer. 
Charles  E.  P.  Sanford,  of  New  Haven. 

After  some  desultory  discussion  it  was  voted  to  leave  the  choice  of  the 
place  and  time  of  next  year's  reunion  to  a  committee  of  arrangements. 
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It  will  take  the  Association  several  years  to  accept  all  the  invitations  it 
received  from  different  representatives  to  hold  its  next  meeting"  with 
them. 

After  the  address  of  welcome  by  the  president,  which  was  hearty  and 
full  of  hospitality,  there  was  a  sketch  of  the  family  given  by  the  historian, 
Mr.  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour.  Mr.  Bassett  has  made  a  study  of  his 
family  history  for  the  past  five  years  with,  the  result  that,  but  for  a  very 
few  missing-  links,  he  has  a  wonderfully  interesting  account  down  to  the 
present  day.  From  his  paper  of  yesterday  it  was  learned  that  the  Bassetts 
are  of  Norman  blood,  one  Thurstine  Bassett  having  been  a  grand  falconer 
to  William  the  Conqueror  and  having  fought  with  him  at  the  famous  battle 
of  Hastings.  In  England  the  family  was  a  prominent  one.  In  noo  Ralph 
was  Judge  of  all  England,  able  to  preside  in  any  court,  and  his  son  Richard 
enjoyed  the  same  distinction. 

In  America  the  Bassetts  have  been  prominent  for  275  years.  They 
have,  as  a  general  rule,  been  more  identified  with  the  professions  and  busi- 
ness than  with  politics,  though  several  have  been  members  of  Cabinets  of 
Presidents  and  have  occupied  government  positions. 

The  first  Bassett  to  come  to  America  was  William,  who  came  over  on 
the  Fortune  in  162 1  and  landed  at  Plymouth. 

John  followed  in  1623,  and  in  1635  Thomas  came  over  on  the  Christian, 
having  been  expelled  from  England  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  rebellion 
against  the  King.  John  settled  in. New  Haven  in  1640.  The  history  of  the 
family  has  been  the  history  of  the  country,  for  it  has  been  identified  with 
every  good  and  great  movement.  One  of  the  Bassetts  was  a  signer  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  a  famous  ancestor  of  his  was  a  signer 
of  the  Magna  Charta. 

Another  Bassett  married  the  sister  of  Martha  Washington,  and  was  in 
the  United  States  Congress  from  1805  to  1830. 

The  mother  of  President  William  Henry  Harrison  was  a  Bassett.  In 
the  French  and  Indian  wars,  the  Revolution  and  the  late  Rebellion,  the  Bas- 
sets did  their  share  in  defending  their  country.  In  the  Revolution,  Massa- 
chusetts claimed  79  Bassetts,  while  to  the  same  war  Connecticut  sent  46. 
Nine  Bassetts  were  colonels  in  this  war,  and  there  were  several  captains  and 
lieutenants. 

Richard  Bassett  was  Governor  of  Delaware,  a  Senator  for  several  terms, 
and  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  law  has  always  been  a 
favored  profession  with  the  family,  and  there  are  now  no  less  than  500  law- 
yers in  the  country  who  bear  the  name  of  Bassett. 

A  famous  member  of  the  family  died  not  long  ago  in  Chicago — Fletcher 
Bassett,  who  was  lieutenant-commander  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

After  the  sketch  of  the  family  by  the  historian  several  other  members 
were  called  upon  for  informal  speeches  with  happy  results. 

All  had  something  of  interest  to  say  about  the  family,  and  all  seemed 
anxious  to  render  whatever  possible  service  toward  keeping  up  and  promul- 
gating interest  in  the  Family  Association. 

Mr.  Abbott  Bassett,  of  Boston,  secretary  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  was  asked  to 
tell  of  the  Bassetts  awheel.  He  replied  that  he  was  not  present  to  talk 
shop,  but  he  would  say  that  the  wheel  was  all  right.     Also  that  the  world 
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was  divided  into  two  classes,  those  who  ride  wheels  and  those  who  are 
going  to,  and  all  the  Bassetts  in  the  country  belonged  to  one  class  or  the 
other. 

He  further  stated  that  his  ancestors  landed  at  Marblehead,  and  he 
wasn't  sure,  when  he  came  to  this  reunion,  whether  he  should  meet  any  of 
his  particular  "line"  or  not,  but  he  was  delighted  to  find  that  all  that  was 
necessary  was  to  be  a  Bassett — never  minding  the  line.  Speaking  of  the 
Bassetts  in  his  vicinity,  he  said  they  were  good  citizens,  each  one  of  whom 
had  but  one  wife,  paid  his  bills  and  kept  out  of  jail. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Bassett,  of  Blencoe,  Iowa,  was  asked  to  speak,  but  declined, 
and  Mr.  A.  L  Bassett,  of  Cleveland,  reported  for  the  Ohio  members  of  the 
family.  A  bright  address  was  also  made  by  another  Mr.  Bassett,  who  urged 
all  present  to  help  make  the  Association  one  of  position  and  strength. 

After  the  speeches  the  reunion  was  closed  by  the  singing  of  "America" 
and  the  Doxology. 

During  the  afternoon  there  was  a  large  picture  taken  of  the  dinner 
tables  and  guests  by  Leopold,  who  had  photographs  developed  and  mounted 
for  inspection  before  the  close  of  the  reunion. 

On  the  piazza  was  the  register  of  the  family,  plentifully  filled  with  auto- 
graphs. It  was  a  test  of  bravery,  especially  for  the  feminine  Bassetts,  to 
fill  out  the  register  as  required,  as  not  only  the  name  and  residence  was 
required,  but  the  date  and  place  of  birth.  However,  a  glance  down  the 
date  line  found  no  vacant  places. 


FIRST  REUNION  IN  AMERICA. 

BASSETTS     FROM     MANY     STATES     GATHER      AT     SAVIN      ROCK A      HAPPY,     MEMORIAL 

OCCASION BANQUET    AND     POST-PRANDIAL     SPEECHES — ALL     DESCENDANTS 

OF    WILLIAM    BASSETT NAME    MORE     THAN     1,000    YEARS    OLD- 
CONSPICUOUS    AMONG    THE    PILGRIMS — THOSE    PRESENT. 

{Journal  and  Courier,  of New  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  10,  i8ip~j.\ 

About  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  representatives  of  the  fifty-four 
thousand  descendants  of  William  Bassett  met  in  reunion  yesterday  after- 
noon at  Hills'  Homestead,  Savin  Rock.  They  came  from  as  far  away 
as  Michigan,  and  delegations  were  present  from  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  New  York.  The  greater  part  of 
them,  however,  were  from  Connecticut. 

They  were  an  eminently  intelligent  and  prosperous  looking  company  of 
men  and  women.  There  were  doctors,  clergymen,  judges,  lawyers,  bankers, 
and  many  prominent  business  men  and  leading  citizens  among  them.  Their 
ages  ranged  from  little  children  all  the  way  to  the  patriarch  of  the  reunion, 
Mr.  John  W.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  who  has  passed  his  ninetieth  birthday. 

It  was  the  first  reunion  of  the  family  in  America — or  as  Newcomb  M. 
Bassett  expressed  it — "the  first  reunion  in  600  years."  The  prime  mover  in 
the  affair  was  the  secretary  and  historian,  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour. 
He  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  make  the  first  gathering  of  the  family 


a  success,  and  yesterday  his  hopes  were  more  than  realized.  He  was  ably 
seconded  in  his  efforts  by  the  Reunion  Committee,  which  consisted  of 
Messrs.  W.  S.  Downs,  of  Derby;  Newcomb  M.  Bassett  and  George  Bassett,  of 
New  Haven. 

The  dinner  was  served  outdoors  on  the  lawn  and  verandas  under  a 
canvas  covering.  It  was  an  ideal  dining  place  for  so  large  a  company 
on  such  a  genial  and  pleasant  day  as  yesterday.  There  was  a  big  overflow, 
which  the  caterer  took  care  of  nicely  on  the  verandas. 

The  short  informal  social  meeting  just  before  dinner  was  a  happy 
chance  to  get  acquainted,  and  the  cousins  improved  the  opportunity.  Most 
of  them  had  not  seen  most  everybody  else  before,  but  the  family  affinity 
was  taken  for  granted  and  mutual  introductions  on  all  sides  soon  put  every- 
one perfectly  at  ease.  On  arrival  each  person  registered  and  secured 
a  dinner  ticket,  which  was  in  turn  exchanged  for  a  badge  bearing  on  it  the 
coat  of  arms  and  seal  of  the  Bassetts.  The  dinner  was  excellent  and  the 
open  air  and  salt  breezes  whetted  the  appetite,  making  the  repast  all  the 
more  delectable.  Music  was  furnished  unexpectedly  by  the  appearance  on 
the  scene  of  an  itinerant  piano  on  wheels,  which  for  some  time  filled  the  air 
with  the  popular  airs  of  a  year  ago.  A  photograph  of  the  entire  gathering 
seated  at  the  tables  was  taken,  and  the  proof  which  was  shown  afterward 
was  a  very  good  one. 

After  the  banquet  a  welcoming  speech  was  made  by  Chairman  Downs 
of  the  Reunion  Committee.  Historian  Frank  G.  Bassett  then  read  an  inter- 
esting history  of  the  family.  He  was  repeatedly  applauded  as  he  eulogized 
the  sterling  qualities  of  the  early  Bassetts  and  recounted  their  deeds  of  valor 
and  worthy  achievements.  And  the  family  has  in  very  truth  an  enviable 
history.  The  name  is  over  1,000  years  old  and  is  glorious  with  Pilgrim 
associations.  William  Bassett,  armorer  and  blacksmith,  was  a  member  of 
the  colony  of  persecuted  Englishmen  who  fled  to  Leyden  in  Holland  for 
conscience  sake.  After  the  refugees  had  remained  there  half  a  dozen  years 
the  Mayflower  sailed  for  America  with  102  souls.  Some  of  those  who 
remained  in  Holland  determined  to  follow  in  i62i,and  secured  the  good  ship 
Fortune,  a  vessel  of  only  55  tons.  They  came  unannounced  and  caused 
great  excitement  among  the  Plymouth  settlers  when  they  hove  in  sight.  In 
fact  an  Indian  runner  of  the  Nauset  tribe  came  running  into  the  Plymouth 
settlement  on  the  19th  of  November,  1621,  with  the  startling  tidings  that  a 
ship  was  trying  for  a  landing  along  the  coast.  The  settlers  were  greatly 
alarmed,  fearing  the  visitor  might  be  a  French  man-of-war,  as  England  and 
France  were  then  at  war.  They,  therefore,  made  immediate  and  hurried 
preparations  for  defense,  calling  out  all  the  men  and  posting  the  boys 
behind  to  aid  as  far  as  they  might  be  able  in  loading  and  priming  guns. 
They  mounted  the  cannon  and  watched  the  black  hull  as  it  approached. 
Doughty  Captain  Miles  Standish  was  in  command,  and  Governor  Carver 
mounted  to  a  place  of  vantage  and  with  his  precious  spyglass  in  hand 
scrutinized  the  stranger  with  bated  breath.  The  Indian's  surmise  proved 
correct.  The  vessel  was  indeed  making  for  Plymouth  harbor.  As  a  signal 
and  to  test  the  new-comers'  intentions  the  big  cannon  was  fired,  and  when 
the  sound  of  its  booming  reached  the  ship  the  flag  of  old  England  was  flung 
to  the  breeze.     The  colonists  greeted  it   with  lusty  cheers  and  their  fears 
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were  changed  to  joy,  for  they  were  sure  that  the  Fortune  carried  supplies  for 
them  and  friends  to  join  them  in  the  far  away  land. 

William  Bassett,  ist,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  were  two  of  the  Fortune's 
company,  and  a  much  welcomed  addition  to  the  Plymouth  colony.  He  was 
an  educated  man,  as  was  afterwards  evinced  by  the  fine  library  he  left;  a 
devout  and  earnest  man  of  strong  and  clear  convictions  and  fearless  in 
adhering  to  them  all  his  life.  His  name  is  on  the  earliest  list  of  freemen, 
made  in  1633.  He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  military  company  raised  in  1637  to 
assist  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  in  the  Pequot  war.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  commission  that  laid  out  the  bounds  of  the  town  of 
Duxbury,  and  moreover  he  was  prominent  for  six  years  as  a  representative 
to  the  Old  Colony  court.  In  fact  he  was  in  many  ways  prominent  in 
the  politics  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  a  respected  and  highly  regarded 
member  of  that  commonwealth. 

He  had  a  son,  William  Bassett,  2d,  who  was  a  worthy  son  of  a  good  and 
great  father.  He,  William,  2d,  in  turn  had  a  son  on  whom  he  also  bestowed 
the  name  of  William.  Indeed,  the  head  of  the  fourth  generation  was  also 
a  sturdy  descendant  of  the  same  given  name.  Then  came  John,  the  son  of 
William,  4th,  and  Abigail  Bassett.  He  was  born  April  11,  1716,  and  in  1742 
took  unto  himself  in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  as  wife,  Mercy,  the  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Bathsheba  Newcomb.  George  F.  Newcomb  was  one  of  the  New- 
comb  family  into  which  this  John  married.  And  it  is  from  this  intermarriage 
that  Newcomb  Mendall  Bassett  oets  his  name. 

John's  son  was  named  Thomas.  Then  came  Newcomb,  2d,  and  Samuel, 
all  of  them  worthy  men  and  sturdy  citizens  of  old-fashioned  probity  and 
uprightness;  pioneers  in  all  that  looked  toward  advancement  in  the  varied 
interests  of  life.  So  all  the  way  through  the  genealogy  of  the  Bassett 
family  and  its  intermarriages.  Among  the  great  American  families  that 
have  thus  mingled  by  intermarriage  with  the  Bassetts,  there  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Bournes,  the  Newcombs,  the  Halletts,  the  Skiffs,  the  Burts,  the 
Chipmans,  the  Tilleys,  the  Swifts,  the  Hinckley s,  and,  of  course,  the 
Smiths. 

Among  the  illustrious  Bassetts  it  would  be  unpardonable  neglect  not  to 
mention  Richard  Bassett,  signer  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  United  States  Senator  from  Delaware,  and  as  such,  one  of  the  first  to 
urge  the  removal  of  the  capital  of  the  country  to  Washington.  President 
William  Henry  Harrison  was  a  Bassett  on  his  mother's  side;  and  so  is  ex- 
Ambassador  Thomas  F.  Bayard. 

After  Historian  Bassett's  reading  there  were  informal  speeches  by  rep- 
resentatives from  all  sections  of  the  country  represented  at  the  reunion. 
The  speeches  were  of  a  high  order,  witty,  humorous  and  pointed.  It  was  a 
genuine  pleasure  to  listen  to  them,  and  every  speaker  was  sure  of  having 
the  audience  with  him.  Those  who  responded  were:  Messrs.  Abbott  Bas- 
sett, A.  L.  Bassett,  I.  Austin  Bassett,  Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett,  Judge  W.  G. 
Bassett,  Harris  W.  Bassett,  W.  D.  Bassett,  Samuel  Bassett,  Jay  Bassett,  S.  B. 
Thorpe  and  Judge  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland. 

It  was  'practically  decided  to  have  next  year's  reunion  in  the  form  of  a 
pilgrimage  to  Plymouth,  Mass.  The  Reunion  Committee  is  to  be  appointed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Family  Association. 
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A  hearty  triple  cheer  of  thanks  was  given  by  all  assembled  for  Secretary 
and  Historian  Frank  G.  Bassett.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  and  is  beloved 
by  all  of  his  many  cousins. 

Great  amusement  and  interest  was  kindled  by  the  speech  of  one  of  the 
Boston  cousins  when  he  proposed  that  the  Bassett  family  name  their  choice 
for  next  President  of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  Bassett,  of  Cleveland,  O., 
because  of  his  general  good-fellowship,  and  because  he  hails  from  the  presi- 
dential wState,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  reunion  closed  with  the  singing  of  "Praise  God,  from  whom  all 
blessings  flow." 
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